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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
P, and read ) rayvers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the PPremier: Annual Repoits of the
Commissioner of Police. and the Zoological
Gardens wwrl  Acclimatization  Committee.
Regulations under the Cemeteriex Aet and
the T.and Aet.  By-laws under the Parks
and Reserves Ac¢t and the Land et

By the Minister for Works: Balance
Sheet, Profit and Loss Aceount. and Trad-
ing Aceonnt for vear ending 30th June. 1917,
of the State Tmplement and FEneineering
Works. Stute Saw Mills. and Beennp Stafe

Brickworks. Roads Act, by-laws, Wynidlam
and Hall's Creck,

("OMMISSION FOR SWEARING IN—
ELECTION RETURN—ALBANY.
Mr. SPEAIER: 1 bave received a Con-
mission from His Exeelleney the (Governor
to swear hon. members. T am now prepared
tu swear the hon. member for Albany.
Mr. H. Robinsen (Alany) teok and suhb-
seribed the ovath and sizned the roll.

FRGENCY MOTION—ROYAL COM-
MISSIOXNS
Mr. “*PEAKER: 1 have received the fol-

lowing estwmunication from the wember for
Leonora (Mr. Foley) :--

[ desire to move the adjournment of
the House under Standing Order 47 to
debate a definite matter of urzent publie
importance, namely, the increasing cost
to the country due to the conlinued sit-
tings of three Roval Commissions.

I cannot accept this motion. Standing Or-
der No. 3t prevents it.  The Standing Order
reads—

No business bevond what is of a formal
cLaracter shall be entered upon hefore the
Address-in-reply to the Governor’s open-
ing Speeclt has heen adopted.

T therefore rule the hon. member’s motion
wnt of order,

Mr. FOLEY : [ was not aware that Stand-
ine Order 34 would prevent the moving of
my mation. [ am sorey that it does prevent
it, because the subjeet matter of the motion

1 intended to move s of a very urgent
nature.
Mpe, SPEAKER: I am sorry the hon.

menther cannst proeced,

Afr. TNDERWOOD: A motion for ad-
Jonrnment has bheen moved hefore the Ad-
dress-in-reply dehate was completed.

Mr. SPEAKER: Nat in this Chamber.
Mr. UWNDERWOOD: Yes. T moved it
myself.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have no reeord of it.
Tn any ease. T eannot permit it to he done
amain.

Mr. TXDERWOOD:

heenr fdane hefore.

Tt certainly has
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QUESTION—ITALIAN
ELIGIBLES.

Mr. MULLANY (withont notice) asked
the Premier: 1, Is he aware that there
ix a considerable number of Italian subjects
of military age residing in Western Aus-
tralia, prineipally on the goldfields. 2, Is
he aware that many of these men have ex-
piressed a desire to join the Australian mili-
tary forces, but are not permitied to do so%
3. Is he aware that if these men desire to
return to Ttaly and fight for the Allies they
are called upon to pay their own fares and
arrange for transport, which, at present,
is a very diflicult matter? 4, In view of the
urgent need for men on the varions fronts,
will the Premier draw fhe attention of the
Defence authorities to the desirability of
permitting thesc men to join the Australian
forces, or, failing that, of providing them
with free passages to Italy?

The PREMIER replied: T am aware of
the facts stated in the question, and I will
represent the matter to the Federal Govern-
ment.

Hon. P. Collier: Tt is announced in to-
day’s newspaper thal this has been arranged
for.

The PREMIER: If it is already an-
nounced that aetion will be taken, there is
ng need for me to make any representations.

MILITARY

QUESTION—RENT FIXING.

Hon, W. . ANGWIN sasked the Premier:
Is it the intention of the Government to in-
troduce this session a Bill to provide for the
fixing of fair renis, somewhat on the lines
that have been enacted in the FEastern
States?

The Premier replied: No.

QUESTIONS (6)—WHEAT.

Gorernment Agents—Terms of Appoinui-
ment.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN asked Mr. Will-
mott (Honorary Minister) : 1, What amount
did the Government demand and was pul
up as deposit as securily to the State in case
of damage or neglect by the agenits ap-
pointed hy the Government to handle the

- o

wheat for the Wleat Pool tor vears 1913
and 1916 harvest? 2, How many companies
or agents were appoinfed, and did each com-
pany or agent put up the deposit required
by the Government? 3, Have the Govern-
ment appointed the Westralian Farmers,
Ltd., sole agents to handle all wheat for the
Wheat Pool for the 1917 harvest? 4, If
g0, what amonnt of deposit is demanded and
put up by the Westralian Farmers, Ltd.,
as security to the State in case of any dam-
age or neglect? 5, Will he have all papers
denling with this question laid on the Table
of the House?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:
1, The total amount of the bonds required
from the Governmenf acquiring agents, as
a guarantee for the due performance of
their obligations under their agency agree-
ment for handling wheat of the 19153-16 and
1916-17 harvests, aggregated £127,500. The
bonds actually put up amounted te £107,500.
2, Fifteen. agents. Dalgety & Co., Limited,
did not execute their bond on the plea that
they were exempt by a spetial arrangement
made with the then Minister in control of
the seheme, Mr. W, DD, Johnson. 3, Yes. 4,
The full terms and eonditions of the agree-
ment, ineluding the amount of the hond to
be provided, have not yet been determined.
5, Yes, as soon as the agreement is eom-
pleted.

Silos to be erected.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN asked the Premier:
1, Has any arrangement or agreement heen
made with any person or company or com-
panies for the erection and completion of,
or providing plans, ete., for the erection of
silog in this State on a commission basis? 2,
If so, who have sueh arrangements been
made with, and will Parliament have the
opportunity of ratifying such agreement, or
otherwise?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No such ar-
rangement or agreement has been made. 2,
Newotiations are proeeeding with Metealf
& Co., Ltd., for the preparation of plans for
silos on a commission hasis. If these nego-
tiations are satisfactorlly concluded the
necessary agreement will contain a condition
that it be subject to the approval of Par-
liament,
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Payment on old crop.

Hon. J. MITCHELL asked the Minister
for Industries: When will the next payment
be wade on account of 1916/17 wheat crop?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES re-
plied: The question of the amount of fur-
ther payments at as early a date as possible
is one of the matters specially engaging the
attention of the Honorary Minister (Mr,
Baxter) in the Eastern States.

Jddeance against new crop.

Hon. 7. MITCHELL asked the Minister
for Industries: Have arrangements heen
made for the payment of the advance against
wheat from the harvest now leing reaped
as delivered to the pool?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES re-
plied: Arrangements have not vet heen final-
ised, and this is a matter upon which the
Honorary Minister {Mr. Baxter) is making
special representations in Melbourne.

Handling and storage charges.

Mr, GRIFFITHS asked the Minister for
Indusiries: 1, Does the 1%d. wheat handling
rate inelnde enst of eleetricity used. also
interest and sinking fund on the cost of
wheat handling plant?! 2, If not, why not!
3, What is the original cost of equipment
used exelusively for wheat bhandling? 4,
What items of expendifure in the 1916 I're-
mantle Harbour Trust Commissioners’ re-
port warrants the charre of £12,000 per an-
num against the Siate Wheat Marketing
Committee for storage of grain? .5, As the
¢uantity of wheat now stored a1 Fremantle
on which £12,000 per annum is charged for
storage would, and is, at Port Williamstown,
Vietoria, and chief ports of South Australia,
charged less than £1,000 per annum, whai
reason is there for the higher charpe? 6.
Why were the storage charges on the State
Wheat Markeling Committee’s grain omitted
from the storage regulations published in
the Government Gazette of August 17th
last?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES re-
plied: 1, The handling charge is 1%d. per
bag covers all labour costs of receiving
wheat from the eountry, stacking same, and
breaking . down. stacks and delivering the

bags to ships, and ineludes all eleetricity
used and all adwinistrative charges, but does

not  include interest amd sinking fund
vharges. 2, The poliey of the Fremantle

Harbour Trust Commissioners has been to
keep the cost of handling all cargo un the
wharves, ineluding srain, down as low as
possible, and in order to do tlhig they have
relied upon 1he weneral wharfage dues on
varso to provide interest and sinking fund.
There has been no wharfaze charge on
erain as ihere is in sone of the Eastern
Htates: the interest and sinking fund charges
on wheat plant and ftacilities have been pro-
vided by charges levied on other eargo
handled in the :ort and by storage charges.
5. The enst ol wheat shed and wachinery,
vatlway siding=, and the levelling of wheat
stacking areas was £71,770 up to 30th June,
1916, 3, The items which the charge of
£12,000 per annum is designed to cover are
interest and sinking fund chavges, deprecia-
livn, insurance, speeial patreolling and
watching staff. an:l special provision {Tor
prevention of live. 5, We have no know-
ledge as to whal are the eharges made for
storage ab the places nmned, haut we do know
ihat whereas al Fremantle a mile of deep
water Trontaze iz provided where ships ean
lie and lake in their careoes of wheat direct
from the stacks, no attempt at suelh facility
is made at any ol the Fastern States ports,
as at all these ports the wheat has to be
loaded np again at the stacks and railed to
the shippiny wharves. No special facilities
are provided For stacking wheat at  the
1Haces mentioned in the Eastern States, and
therefore the position is not comparable
with Fremantle. Turther, for the £12,0600
per annum the Harbour Trust Commis-
sioners have given the Wheat Marketing
Commitiee an area capahle of halding two
million hags. all of it speecially prepared
and fitted with facilities for rapid handling
and for the reconditioning of grain as well
as the stornze and shipping of flour. Sach
a facility does not exist anyvwhere else in
Australia. 6, The special concession made
to the YWheat Marketing Committee of
£12,000 per annum for storage was not in-
cluded in the gzeneral charges gazetted on
Ausust 17th, 1917, for the reason that it was
a special conecession, which is subjeet to
revision from time to time.
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Central Storage Sheds.

Mr. JOHNSTON asked the Premier: 1,
What arrangements have been made for the
ercction of cenfral storage sheds for wheat?
2, Wiil the sheds be ready in time for the
coming harvest?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Central de-
pots comprising skeleton sheds for the stor-
age of wheat are to bhe provided at Gerald-
ton, Spencer’s Brook, Midland Junction,
Narrogin, and Tambellop, The railway sid-
ings in connection therewith are being con-
structed departmentally by the Railway De-
partment, and are all expected to be com-
pleted by the middle of January. Tenders
have been ecalled for the construction of
sheds in sections, and are returnable early
in December. 2, Yes, as requirved.

QUESTION — STATE  IMPLEMENT

WORKS.
Eight for Sales and Commission,

Ilon. W. C. ANGWIN asked the Minister
for Works: 1, Has the sole vight for sale
of all implements and parts from the State
Iniplement Works been handed over to the
Westralian Farmers, {td., inluding imple-
ments and parts not manufactured at the
State works? 2, If so, was any other com-
pany or society asked to submit a tender to
have sole right of sale of sueh implements?
3, If not, why not? 4, Are all losses in case
of failore in payment of any of the imple-
ments or parls borne by the Government?
5, What is the rate per cent. paid as com-
mission to the Westralian Farmers, Ltd.?
G, Will he lay on the Table all papers deal-
ing with this question?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, Yes, for all agricultural implements and
spares for twe years from 1st Seplember,
1917, with extension for a further three
years if business has resnlted to mutual
satisfaction. 2, No; as no other organisa-
tion in Western Australia exists which ean
offer the same advantageous representation.
3, Answered by No. 2. 4, Yes. The Gov-
ernment reserve the right to refuse to sup-
ply any orders until the Department has
satisfied itself that the business is a fair
risk. If declined no commission is paid. 5,

Seven and a-half per cent. on all business
done to £30,000 per year, and 8 per eent.
it the turnover exceeds £63,000. 6, All
papers can be laid on the Table of the
House, and the Minister proposes to make a
full statement regarding all trading eon-
cerns as they appear to him after a year's
conneetion therewith.

QUESTION—STATE STEAMSHIPS.

Hon, W. ANGWIN asked the Premier:
1, On what date did the motor ship “Kan-
gavoo” leave Western Australia on her pre-
sent voyvage? 2, When is the mofor ship
expected to return to Western Australia?
3, What is the estimated total expenditure
on the ship during the vovage? 4, Whai is
the estimated revenne? 5, What is the
Siate’s annual expenditure on the ss=.
“Western Australin”? 6, What is the an-
nual revenue? 7, Is it the intention of the
Colonial Secretary to provide on his Esti-
mates this vear a sum of money to inerease
the Reet of ships in lien of the amouni
struck off from previous Estimates? 8. If
additional ships had been purchased as
previously proposed, could they have been
run by the Colonial Seeretary’s Depart-
ment with advantage to the State financi-
aily ?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Iah August,
1917, 2, June-July, 1918. 3, £125,000 for
the round vovage. 4, £265,000 for the found
voyvage. 3, £750 interest, sinking fund, and
depreciation. 6, £15,000. 7, Inquiry is be-
ing made as to the best means of meetine
the requirements of the North-West in the
matter of shipping faeilities. 8, Yes,

QUESTIONS (3)—LUMPING
TROUBLE, FREMANTLE.
Government Conveniences and Government
Employees.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN asked the Pre-
mier: 1, Have the Government at any time
paid the increased cost of providing meals.
beds, and other conveniences for men em-
ployed on the Fremantle wharves and ships
during the fock-ont of the [umpers by the
employers? 2, If so, what was the total
amount involved? 3, How many employexs
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of the Governmeni, or in the publie ser-
vice, were employed on the wharfl during
the industrial crisis? 4. Did they receive
paviment for services rendered both from
the Government and from ship-owners, or
the Fremantle Harhour Trust? 5. 1f not.
who paid?

The PREMIER replied: 1, The Govern-
ment are not aware of any oceasion on which
the lumpers were locked out by the employ-
ers. 2, 3, 4, and 3, Answered in No. L

Hon. W. (. Angwin: | must point out
thai the Premier’s reply does not answer
paragraphs 3 andl 4 of my question.

Mr. SPEAWXER: The hon. memher may
give notice again.

State School Teacher.

Mr. MUNSIE asked the Premier: 1, Ts
it a faet that Mr. T. Chandier, the head
teacher of the James-streef school, Perth.
volunteered as a national worker for ser-
viee on the [Fremantle wharf? 2, Did he.
during the school holidays. work there for
one week? 3, Tf so, was his salary paid
as usual by the Fducation Department.
while he was so engaced?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes.
3, Yes.

2, Yes.

Circulurs in Guorernment Departments.

Mr. JONES asked the Premier: 1, 1Is he
aware that lists were recently ecirculated in
Government departments asking for volun-
leer lahourers to work on the wharf at Tre-
mantle? 2, Will he supply the number of
men who volunteered from each department?
3, Did the heads of the departments con-
cerned approve of these men volunteering?
4, If so, as the heads eonsider it possible to
carry on without the services of these men
cannot they be retrenehed in the interests
of eeonomy?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No. Lists were
circulated inviting the public generally to
enroll for Nalional Voelunteer Service if,
and where, called upon. 2, No. 3, Theyv
were not consulted. 4, Answered by No. 3.

QUESTION—LONDON AGENCY, BEC-
RETARY'S RETIREMENT.

Mr. SMITH asked the Premier: 1, (a.)
Under what \et, section, or subsection of an
Ael, was Mr. A, Colenso Kessell retired
from the Public Service by the late Govern-
ment? (b)Y What are the terins of such re-
tirement? (¢) Has the office of Seeretary to
the London Agenev been abolished by His
Excelleney the Governor in Couneil? (d.)
It =0, when? 2, Was Mr. Kessell 2 per-

manent ofticer of the Publie Scrviece of
Weslern Australia? 3, Did the present
Tubliv Service Commissioner recommend

Mr. Kessell’s reticement? 4, Tf so, upon
whose adviee? 3. {a.) Did the new Agent
Gieneral express any desire for a change to
he acle in the person holding the office of
Seeretary? (b.} If so, upon what grounds?

The PREMTER veplied: 1, {a.) Under
Section 9 (7) of “The Public Service Act,
1904 (h.) Now under consideration. (ec.)
The oftice of Secretary has been amalgamated
with that of [nspecting Engineer. {(d.)
Answered by (e.}. 2, Yes. 3, Yes. 4, Action
was tuken by the Publiec Serviee Commis-
sioner as a result of his inspeection of the
sununaries of business transacted through
the JAgent General’s office. 5, (a.) I have
no knowledge of such. (p.) Answered by

(a.).

QUESTION—COST OF LIVING, ROYAL
COMMISSION,

Mr. SMITH asked the Premier: 1, What
is the cost to date on account of the Royal
Commision on the cost of living? 2, When
are the Commissioners likely to finish their
arduons duties and what is the estimated
total cost? 3, Can the country afford the
time and the money to continue this Com-
mission?

The PREMIER replied: 1, £162 14s. 7d.
2, (a.) The date eannot be definitely given,
but every endeavour will be made to bring
the work of the Commission to a conclusion
as early as possible, (b.} The total ecost
must largely depend upon the date of ihe
conclusion of the work of the Commission.
3, Ves.
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QUESTIONS (2)—GREAT WESTERN
RAILWAY.

FKiring of Fares.

Mr. GREEN asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: 1, Were the (iovernment consulied in

the fixing of the rcspective fares on the.

Great Western Railway (a) from Ierth fo
Adelaide? {b) from NKalgoorlie to Adel-
aide? 2, Do the Government consider that
it is an equitable proposal to allow only 10s.
first elass and 7s. Gd. second class reduetion
to the Kalgoorlie public, although the jour-
ney is 375 miles less than the distance trav-
elled from Perih? 3, Will the Government
gnter into negotiations with the Jederal
Government with a view of making a sub-
stantial reduction on a proportional basis in
the fares trom Kalgoorlie te Adelaide?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2. The fare to and from
Perth and the Eastern States is a specially
low eompetitive one: similar condiftions do
not apply to the same extent between Kal-
goorlic and these States, The Common-
wealth line must, for years to come, he
worked at a considerable loss, and the fares
at present in foree between Kalgoorlie and
the Bastern States will compare favourably
with the old rates from Ialgoorlie to Fre-
mantle, plus the steamer fare. It is not
eustomary to allow any reduction on through
fares for intermediate passengers, and this
concession, though small, is an exception. 3,
Under the conditions mentioned in answer
No. 2—No.

Allotment of Fares.

Mr. LUTEY asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: What percentage of the fares be-
tween Adelaide and Perth on the Great
Western Railway journey is allotted to the
Western Australian Railway Department?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: The fares are divided hetween the
Commonwealth and States concerned, on a
proportional basis. The awmounts received
by the State Railways per passenger tra-
velling between Perth and Kalgoorlie are,
first class 33s. 1d. each way, and second class
22s. each way.

QUESTION—TAXATION ON UNIM-
PROVED LAND VALUE.

Mr. GREEN uasked the Premier: In view
of the straitened position of the finanees,
will the Government iniroduce a measure
this session to tax the umimproved value of
land, and thereby remove the necessity for
turther burdening the goldfields mining in-
dustry by another inerease in railway
freights?

The PREMIER replied: The Treasurer
is at present collecting all data with a view
of introducing 2 measure next session deal-
ing with the subject.

QUESTIONS (5)—RAILWAYS, ESPER-
ANCE-NORTHWARDS.

Jaterials on Hand.

Hon, T. WALKER asked the Minister
for Works: 1, What materials of ali kinds
(specifying same in reply) were left on
hand at Esperance when the construetion
of the Isperance-Northwards railway was
stopped? 2, Have the same since heen
stored at Fsperance? 3, What is the condi-
fion of same?

The MINISTER 1'0R WORKS re-
plied: 1, 103 miles rails. 6 sefs points and
9 miles

crossings. 143 miles dogspikes.
fishplates. 1534 miles fishbolts. 34,000
sleepers. Timber and ironwork for hridges

and culveris up to 16 miles. General rail-
way plant, camp equipment, and fodder. 2,
Horses and drays returned; plant and ma-
terial stored at Esperance. 3, In zood con-
dition, There are about two tons fodder
part of which has heen sold, and the halance
is on hand for dispesal.

Earthworks consiructed.

Hon. T. WALKER asked the 3Minister
for Works: 1, What extent (giving mile-
age) of earthworks had been constructed,
when further operations on the Esperance-
Northwards line were stopped 2, In what
condition are these earthworks at present?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: 1, At points over a length of 16 miles
north of Esperance, 51/ miles of earthworks
has heen completed, and some hridees and
cnlverts have heen construeted. 2, Tn good



{21 Noveaser, 1917.] 31

condition so far as is known, as proper pre-
eantions to prevent damage as far as pos-
sible, were taken.

Cost of Royal Commission.

Hon, T. WALKER asked the Premier:
What was the total cost of the Roval Com-
mission on the Esperance lands?

The PREMIER rveplied: £2,248 7s. ad.

Construction of the line.

Hon, T. WALKER asked the Premier:
In view of the report and recommendations
therein of the Esperance Lands Commission
and the statements made by lim in refer-
ence tu the same at Kalgoorlie, are the Gov-
ernment prepared at once to proeeed with
the construction of the Esperance-North-
wards line?

The PREMIER replied: It is ount of the
question to proceed at once with the Esper-
ance-Northwards railway, first, on acecount
of the financial position of the State and
the impossibility of raising loan money wn-
til after the conclnsion of the war; second,
although rails have heen ordered nearly two
vears, practically no delivery of moment has
leen made, nor appears likelv to he made
for some time.

Farmers position.

Hon. T. WALKER asked the Minister
for Industries: 1, How do the Government
intend to deal with the wheat erops grown
in the Esperance district, this year? 2, Is
it intended to place the Esperance farmers
on exactly the same footing as farmers on
the wheat belt? 3, Tf not, what is the dif-
ference that will he made?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES
replied: 1, The Government do not pro-
pose to handle these crops. The settlers
will be free to make their own arrange-
ments to deliver wheat to the pool. 2, No.
3, Super will be supplied provided satisfac-
tory terms for pavment can be arranged by
the settlers,

QUESTION—UNIVERSITY FEES.

Mr. JOHNSTON asked the Premier: 1,
Has the Senate of the University power to
impose fees for tuition conirary to the ex-

pressed resolution of this House, carried
without a diviston, on the 13th November,
1912, to the effect that education at the
University should be free? 2, If so, will
Yhe Govermment amend the University Act
to ensure that the decision of this House
on this important principle shall be para-
mount? 3, Will the Government draw the
attention of the Senate to the resolution
mentioned ?

The PREMI1ER replied: 1, The “Govern-
ing Authority,” which is interpreted by Seec-
tion 5 of “The University Act, No. 37, of
1911, as consisting of the Senate and Con-
vocation, is empowered by Subsection (p)
of Scetion 31 of that Aet to make, alter, and
repeal Statutes with respect to the fees, if
any, to be paid for examinations, for the
granting of degrees, diplomas, and certifi-
cates, and for aftendance at lectures and
classes of the University, But any Statute
passed by the “Governing Authority” must
under Section 33 be laid before Parliament,
and ean he annulled thereby. The resoln-
tion expressed by the House on the 13th
November, 1912, that it is desirable that all
education at the University of Western
Australia should be free, does not affect the
powers granted to the “Governing Author-
ity by Statute. 2, The question of the
amendment of the University Aet with a
view to insuring the deecision of the House
referred to is one which has not yet been
considered by the Government, but will be
considered should the necessity arise. 3,
The question of the advisability of acting
as suggested will he considered.

QUESTIONS (2)—REPATRIATION
SCHEME.

Sums allotted to applicants.

Mr. PICKERING asked the Minister for
Industries: Can he give definite informa-
tion upon the following questions dealing
with the proposed repatriation scheme:—
1, The amount set apart for each applicant.
2, The conditions appertaining thereto for
(a} land settlement, {b) industrial and
general. 3, How much is now available for
(a) and (b)? 4, In view of the absolute
necessity for the conditions appertaining to
{a) being on sound farming lines. will he
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capprove of the appointment to the central
_board of a nominee from the Farmers’ and
. Settlers’ Association? 5. In view of the ex-
_ceptional cireumstances appertaining to re-
turned-soldier settlers, and assuming that
.the sum allotted is in the nature of a loan,
will he consider the advisability of securing
at least 50 per cent. of sueh amount as a
_free grant to each selector on completion of
a specified term of oecupancy and develop-
ment?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES
-replied: 1 have not had time to prepare the
necessary  answers o the hon. member's
questions, hut T shall be prepared to answer
them to-morrow. In the meantime I have
handed to the hon. member a copy of the
Soldiers’ Setilement Scheme which was laid
on the Table of the House towards the close
of last session.

The Commontwealth contribution.

Mr. JONES asked the Premier: 1, Has
any portion of the money promised by the
Prime Minister for repatriation purposes
"yet been received by the Government? 2,
If so, what amount, and when received? 3,
How do the Government propose to utilise
it for the benefit of returned soldiers?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No. 2,
Answered by No. 1. 3, The expenditure in-
“eurred to date on land settlement for ve-
turned soldiers is £14,292, made up as
follows: advances to soldiers, £5/490; sur-
voys, £8,502. Tt is estimated that £5,000
per month will be required to meet expendi-
ture in conncction with land settlement of
soldiers. An application has been made to
the Commonwealth for the necessary
amount.  Provision is being made in the
T.oan Bill for £50,000 for advances fo
soldiers, and £15,008 for survey and other
expenses.

QUESTION—TIMBER AREAS,
CLASSIFICATION,

Mr. O°LLOGHLEXN asked the Minister for
Woods and Forests: 1, Why has the classifi-
calion of our timber areas been abandened?
2, As this is a form of national stock-
{aking, when is if proposed to proceed with
the work?

. The MINISTER FOR WOQODS AXD
FORESTS replied: 1, The classification of
the timber areas has not been abandoned,
and it is proposed to proceed with it con-
tinwously if funds ¢an be made available.
2, Answered by No. 1.

QUESTION—CROP AND STOCK
STATISTICS.

Mr, O’LOGHLEN asked the Premier: 1,
Is il intended to eollect the erop and stock
statistics through the police officers of the
State? 2, Tn the inferests of economy,
could not the Government make it obliga-
tory on the farmers of the State to post .
such  returns  diveet to the Government
Stalist’s Department?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, Tt is
considered that the present method of eol-
lection 15 economiecal. Previous attempts to
collect forecast statisties direet from the
farmers have been proved to be entirely wn-
salisfactory, Inordinate delay has resulted.
and this diffieuity would be accentnated in
the much longer annnal collection. Further,
us the changes in the settlers are known
only to the police officers in the varions dis-
iricts, any change from the present system
would probably result in inefficiency.

QUESTION—COLLIE COAL FOR
TRANSPORTS. ’

Mr. QLOGHLEX asked the Premier:
What steps has he taken towards inducing
the Federal Government to use Collie ecal
on {lhe transports?

The PREMIER replied: Representations
on this matter were made {o the Prime Min-
ister as far hack as November, 1916, In-
(uiries were regeived for quotations and an
estimate of the guantity that could be sup-
plied, which were duly furnished. Reports
are now bheing obtained from the Mines
Tepartment and the Railway Department
with the object of inducing the Federal
Government to utilise Collie coal on the
Chreat Western Raillwav, in  addition to

transports, and the matter generally is at

present the subject of nerofiation with the
Prime Minister. :
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QUESTION—HANSARD, FREE
ISSUE.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN asked the Treasurer:
1, What saving has been effected by the
abalition of the free use of Hamsard? 2,
Does he not think it would have been the
proper course to seek a recommendation
from the Printing Committee prior to tak-
ing aection?

The TREASURER replied: 1, In a nor-
mal session for which, say, there would be
20 issues, the saving would, approximately,
be £222 43, 2, Yes; a quite unintentional
disepurteous oversight on my part. I wish
the hon. member to accept my assurance that
it was quite an unintentional oversight on
my part.

QUESTION—TIMBER REGULATIONS.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN asked the Minister for
Woods and Forests: Is it his intention to
lay on the Table the telegrams of protest
forwarded to bim by Mr. Willmott, Honor-
ary Minister, regarding timber regulations
when Mr. Willmott was seeking election in
the Nelson electorate?

The MINISTER FOR WOODS AND
FORESTS replied: I am not aware of any
such telegrams. I received only one tele-
gram asking me to arrange for Mr. Lane-
Poole to visit Bridgetown.

QUESTION—ASSISTANCE TO INDUS-
TRIES.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN asked the Minister for
Industries: 1, Is it a faet that the Govern-
ment have advanced a greater subsidy than
£1 for £1 to the Associated Fruit Growers,
Limited? 2, If a bacon and butter factory
is started in the Nannup district, will the
Government treat the setilers in the same
generous fashion?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES re-
plied: 1, Yes, by the previous Government.
2, No. The nolicy of the National Govern-
ment is tu make advances on the following
conditions:— (1} Advances to be on a £ for
£ basis. (2) Security to be taken over land,
buildings, and plant. Site, plans of build-
ings, and lay out of plant te be approved
by the Department. (3) Loans to have a

(2]

currency of 20 years, with interest at eur-
rent rates. Repayment of principal to com-
mence three years from date of advance.
(4) Interest and sinking fund to be a frst
charge on the earnings of the Society, in-
terest to sharehoiders, not exceeding 6 per
cent. per annum, to be a second charge, and
any surplus remaining after meeting these
charges to be applied fo the reduction of the
loan. (5) No advance will be made by the
Government until the necessary capital has
been subseribed by the shareholders. (6) Fae-
tories to be established only in approved
centres on satisfactory proof that regular
and sufficient supplies will be fortheoming.
Any application from the Nannup settlers
will be considered on its merits,

QUESTION — RETURNED SOLDIERS
CONVALESCENT HOME.

Mr. JONES asked the Premier: 1, Wag
the Albany Convalescent Home for Re-
turned Soldiers voluntarily relinquished by
the Defence Department, or was it resumed
by the State Government? 2, It is now be-
ing renovated for use again as a summer
residence for His Excellency the Governor,
and what is the estimated cost of such reno-
vation?

The PREMIER replied: 1, The Gover-
nor’s residence at Albany was loaned to the
Military Department by the State Govern-
ment on the suggestion of Sir Harry Bar-
ron, for a period covering that genileman's
oceupation of the office of Governor of
Western Australia. Upon his retirement
this arrangement automatically terminated.
2, No. If the building is to be used as a
snmmer reésidence by His Excellency the
Governor, some renovations will no doubt be
necessary, an equitable proportion of which
will be debited to the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment. No estimate has vet been framed.

QRUESTION-—GERALDTON
WORKS,
Mr. WILLCOCK asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Is.it the intention of the Gov-
ernment fo proceed with the construction of
the Geraldton Harbour Works? 2, If so,
when ?

HARBOUR
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The MINISTER FOR \WORKS re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, The position i1s governed

by the {inancial possibilities of the future.

QUESTION—MINING, PHILLIPS
RIVER, ASSISTANGE.

Hon. P. COLLIER asked the Minister
for Mines: 1, Have the Government granted
assistance during the present year to any
company or individual carrying on mining
operations in the Phillips River district? 2,
If so, what was the nature of such assist-
ance, the amount of money involved, when
and to whom granted?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
1, Yes. 2, A loan to the lessees of the Flayg
lease at Kundip to assisi them to unwater
the mine and with the objest of making
available supplies of fluxing sulphide ores
neeessary for tlhe better working of the
State smelter. The agreement for the loan
was made on 13th February last and the
amount paid to date is £2,100.

QUESTION—CORNSACKS SUPPLY.

Mr. PIESSE asked the Minister for In-
dustries: 1, Is he aware that corn sacks are
at present unobtainable in the State? 2, If
so, will he state what action is being taken
to insure an immediate sapply?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, The Government received
information some weeks ago that there was
likely to he some delay in the arrival of
aornsacks due to lack of shipping, Arrange-
ments were immediately made to despatelt
one of the State steamers to Caleutta to
bring down the sacks, but on receipt of de-
finite asssurances from the Prime Minister
that ample supplies would be forthcoming
in good time, it was not thought necessary
to send the ship. The deparfmenl has
received information to the effeet that
the mnext shipment from Caleutta io
Western Australin will not veach IFre-
mantle until about Christmas. Az this
will be too late for harvest, urgent re-
presenlations have heen made to the Fed-
eral authorities in the hope that arrange-
ments ean be made to divert to Fremantle
one of the shipments now ¢n route to the

Rastern States, With this object in view,
telegrams have been despatehed to the Prime
Minister and Senator Russell, and to Mr.
Whitton, the Chief Prices Commissioner,
who is in charge of cornsacks. Moreover,
the hon. Mr, Baxter, who is in the Eastern
States, has heen fully apprised of the posi-
tion, and asked to firmly press our require-
ments,

SITTING DAYS AND HOURS,

The PREMIER. (Hon. H, B. Lefroy—
Moore) [512]: T move—

That the HMouse, unless otherwise or-
dered, shall meet for the despatch of
husiness on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and
Thursdays, at 4.30 pm., and shall sit un-
Hl 6.15 pom., if necessary; and, if re-
quisite, from 7.30 pm. onwards.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle [5.13]: 1 move an amendmeni—

That the figures *“4.30" be struck out
and “2 o'elock” inserted in liew.

During sessions in the past we have been
kept here until cne, twe, and three o’clock
in the morning, and I do not think any per-
son is cualified to properly consider the
husiness of (lie country at those early hours.
1f this is lo be na short session in all proba-
bility, especially if we sil during the hot
weather, business will he forced on the Honse
in such a manner that members will not have
an opportunity of properly diseussing it asit
should be discussed in the best interests of
the Stute. You, Mr. Speaker, know, but
new members do not kmow, that at two or
three o'clock in (he morning there are not
many members present, and more espeeially
now, as husiness is to he torced on us with
the intention of closing at once, we should
have an opportunity of considering the busi-
ness during an hour or two of the day time,
There is some intention of concluding por-
tion of ihe business of the session this week.
Amony the Bills on the Notice Paper {o he
introduced this session are one or two very
important measures, each of which will re-
fuire at least a day’s ‘consideration. I think
it acdvisable that we ghould meef at 2 o'clock
instead of 4.30, as there is not the least
doubt in my mind members would be able
to do hetter work in the day time than at
night. T wonld remind haon. members that
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in times gone by this Parliament has met
earlier in the day than balf-past four.

Mr. Foley: You always spoke against
that proposal when you were a Minister;
yvou are unlucky mnow.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Every time a
wotion has been moved in this Chamber to
_meet at’ an earlier hour of the day 1 have
voted for it, and I think we should do se,
especially ot ‘the present fime when it is the
announced desire of the Government to close
down the session at an early date. I rea-
lise that the members of the Government
have arduous duties to perform and it is
not in the interests of the State that Minis-
ters should be detaned in the House until
the early hours of the mormag.

Mr. LOUTEY (Brownhill-Tvanhoe) [5.16]:
I second the amendment.

Hon. 1°. COLLIER (Boulder) [5.17]:
In ordinary circumstances I would be fav-
ourable to the House meeting at the usual
hour, 4.30; but I think that on this occa-
sion we wmeet in, if not extraordinary, at
least unusnal, circemstances. We are near-
ing the end of the year. Already five months
of the financial year have expired, and in
view of the decision of the Government to
adjourn the session until the middle of
Jannary, it is quite clear that if we are to
give that full, proper, and adeqnate con-
sideration to the measures fo be brought
down by the Government next year, and
particularly in view of the fact that the
discussion on the Budget and Estimates will
be of unusual interest and importance this
vear, if we are to meet at half-past four
T am afraid the session will draz on till the
end of Mareh, or probably till April. That,
as will be known by members of experience,
is undesirable. In the circumstances, I
think we should meet at an earlier hour.
When the Labour Government were in
office, for one session we mel at half-past
three. There was not then the same need
as now for our meeting at an earlier hour.
We have now a National party with a large
preponderance of new members, who, I am
sure, are bursting with enthusiasm to get to
the business of the Homse. We should
therefore not delay the meeting until 4.30.
In all sincerity, T urge the Government to
consider the question of meeting at an ear-

lier hour. TUnless that is done, I am afraid
the session will run on into the next finan-
cial vear. This Parliament i1s fresh from
tle electors and I think we ought to endea-
vour to show the people that we are imbued
wiih that zeal and ardour with which we
endeavoured to impress them before the
election, that we should endeavour to live
up to our reputation, and for this session
at lenst to meet at an earlier hour in order
to try and get the session over before the
commencement of the next financial year.

Mr. JOHNSTON ({Williams-Narrogin)
[6.:21]: I have always supported the day
sittings for Parliament. The member for
Boulder Lias reminded the House that during
the term of the Labour Government for a
short time Parliament met af half-past
three. In Vietoria on the final sitting day
of each week, Parliament meets at 10 o’clock
in ghe morning:

Hon. P. Collier:
Parliamen;y.

Mr. JOHUNSTON: And concludes the sit-
tings about 4 o'cloek in the afternoon. This
enables country members to get home by
the afternoon trains. I should like to see an
alteration made in the meeting hour, to, say,
half-past two, and T think the Government
might consider the advisability of starting
on the final sitting day each week at 10
o’clock in the morning and adjourning at
4 o'clock in the aftermoon.

The Cotonial Treasurer: What about ques-
tiong?

Mr. JOHNSTON: From my knowledge
of the working of the Government
service the permanent heads prepare the

So does the TFederal

information for the answers to gques-
tions for the Minister. In my opinion
the people of Western Australia, who

pay us our salaries, are entitled to our
time in the day, and not at the end of the
day when members are worn out after a
day’s work. I think, too, the eountry mem-
bers are entitled to some consideration, and
consideration would be given to us if we
were to he permitted to do our work in the
day time, at least on ove day in the week
and return home in the evening.

The PREMIER (Hon. H. B. Lefroy—
Moora—on amendment) [522]: I am not
at all sure that by meeting earlier we are
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likely to shorten the term of ihis session
of Parliament. My experience is that so
long as members are in the House they will
continune to talk freely all the time. I ad-
wit that late hours are bad, and agree with
the hon. member for North-East Fremantle
(Hon. W. C. Angwin) when he says he
would like to see Parliament close at an
earlier bour at night. Members cannot give
proper atteniion to the business of this As-
sembly when they are wearied ont by a late
night sitting. At the same time, I think that
to sit at 2 o’clock in the atternoon would not
be any advantage to the business of the
House, nor do I think it would shorten the
the session. It might be advisable to meet
a little earlier in the day at the end of the
week in order to allow members to return
home. The member for North-East Fre-
mantle says (hat some of the measures on
the Notice Paper will practically take days
in themselves for disenssion, but T would
point out that every one of those subjects
has already been discussed by this Chamber.
The matters to be bronght before Parlia-
ment during ihe next few days are merley
Bills to be re-enacted. There is therefore
no need for the House to sit earlier, though
T agree it wonld be a good thing if! we counld
close mp every evening hefore half past
eleven. I regret I cannot accept the amend-
ment.
Amendment put and negatived.

Mr. TROY (Mt Magnet) [5.27]: T move
a further amendment—
That the word “Thursday™ be struchk
out.
The member for Williams-Narrogin has teld
us that the Federal Parliament and also the
Vietorian State Parliament meet for bus-
iness at an earlier hour than we do, and 1
think that this is a time when we might
make this innovation which eannot be other-
wise than of advantage to the House. I
am satisfied from my knowledge of the
work of this Chamber that much better
business would be done in the daytime
than by starting at half-past 4. In the past
Bills have been put through this House in
the early hours of the morning when mem-
hers were worn out; and at the end of the
session business has been transacted at hours
when members should not be in the Honse

at all. There is no reason why we should not
make this innovation, and 1 am satisfied that
better work would be done.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [529]: I
second the amendment.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon
W. J. George—Murray-Wellington) [5.30]:
I have no desire to quibble with regard to
this matter, but has not the motion dealing
with the sitting days of Tuesday, Wednes-
day, and Thursday, and the hours of meet-
ing, been disposed of?

Mr. SPEAKER: An amendment was
moved to sirike out the hour of 4.30, with
the objeet of inserting another hour, but
the amendment was not carried. Therefore
the motion is still under discussion as moved
by the Premier, and now the member for
Mt. Magnet desires to sirike out the word
“Thursday,” with a view of inserting other
words.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. .. .. .. 18
Noes .. . .. .. 23
Majority against .. &
AYES,
Mr. Angwin Mr. H. Bobinson
Mr, Chesson Mr. Racke
Mr, Colller Mr. Stubba
Mr. Green Mr. Thomson
Mr. Johnaton Mr. Troy
Mr. Jones Mr. Whalker
Mr, Lutey Mr, Willeock
Mr. Maley Mr. 'Loghler
Mr. Money (Pellery
M. Munaie
Nozs.
Mr. Angele Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Broun Mt. Nalm
Mr. Brown Mr. Plekering
Mr. Davles Mr. Plesse
Mr. Darper Mr, Pliklagton
Mr. Foley Mr. R. T. Reblnaon
Mr. Gardiner Mr. Stewart
Me, George Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Harrlson Mr. Underwood
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Vervard
Mr. Hudson Mr. Hordwick
Mr, Lefroy { Telier.}

Amendment thus negatived.
Question put and passed.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS, PRE-
CEDENCE.

On motion by the PREMIER (Hon. H.
B. Lefroy) ordered: That on Tuesdays and
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Thursdays Government business shall take
precedence of all motions and Orders of the
Day.

COMMITTE®S FOR THE SESSION.
The PREMIER (Hon. H. B, Lefroy)
[5.33]: I move—

That for the present Session: 1, the
Library Committee shall consist of the
Speaker, Mr. Green, and Mr. Smith; 2,
the Standing Orders Committee shall con-
sist of the Speaker, .the Chairman of
Committees, the Attorney General, Mr.
Draper, and Mr, Walker; 3, the House
Committee shall consist of the Speaker,
Mr. Griffiths, Mr. Mullany, Mr. Nairn,
and Mr. O’Loghlen; 4, the Printing Com-
mittee shall consist of the Speaker. Mr.
O’'Loghlen, and Mr. Smith.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder} {5.35]: 1
notice that in the formation of these Com-
mittees there has been a departure from tha
practice which has been followed ever since
I have been a member of this House, that is
to say, the practice has been that an equal
number of members from both sides has
been asked to serve on these Commuittees.
That has been done, too, regardless of the
number of members for the time being sit-
ting on the Government side of the House.
On the Standing Orders Committee, this
side of the House has been allotted only
one member, and on the House Committee,
again, only one member from this side has
been selected, whilst there are three from the
Government side. I have never known the
party political aspect to be introduced into
the appointment of these Committees. In
1911, when we were returned with 34 mem-
bers, and the parfy who now occupy the
Treasary bench had only 16, the personnel
of the Committees was equally divided. The
same practice was followed in 1914, when
we were again returned with a majority. I
trust that this side of the House will be per-
mitied to have another member on ench of
the Committees I have named. Unless the
Premier is prepared to agree to add the
name of another member from this side of
the House to each of these Committees T
shall be forced to move an amendment.

The PREMIER (Hon. H. B. Lefroy—
Moore—in reply) [5.40]: T can assure the

leader of the Opposition that there was no
intention to offer a slight to the gentlemen
who oceupy the benches opposite. The pro-
cedure which has been adopted is similar to
that which was carried out last session. I
did not know that hon. members were so
anxious to fill these positions; I thought
they raiher wanted to avoid them if possible.
It is my desire to see that hon. members
who are most likely to find the work on these
Comuittees agreeable to them shall be ap-
pointed. No exeception was taken to the
names suggesied last session, and the motion
now before hon. members has been framed
on exaclly similar lines to that passed last
session.

Hon. P. Collier: That was the first time
the alteration was made.

The PREMIER : No exception was taken
to it then and I did not anticipate that any
would be taken now. I repeat that there was
no intention of offering a slight to hon.
members who form the Opposition.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I take it thai the
Premier has only made an explanation. I
stated that if the Premier did not intend fo
fall in with my suggestion I would move an
amrendment, and I intend to do so.

Mr. SPEAKER: If the hon. member
was nnder that impression I will allow him
to move an amendment.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I will put myself in
order by asking another hon. member to
move it.

Mr. MUNSIE (Hannans) [543]: I do
not desire to name who shall he appointed
to these Committees; my object in moving
an amendwment is to emphasise the faet that
the Oppeosition have only one representative
on the two Committees named. The leader of
the Opposition has pointed out the course
which was followed in 1911 and 1914, but
the present practice is a departure from that
which has always existed. Now we have 15
members on this side, and following ecus-
tomary procedure we are eniitled to equal
representation. The Premier says that no
exception was taken last session to what he
proposes to-day. I would point out that
since last session certain of the members
nominated for these positions have changed
their seats in the House. This is a new Par-
liament, and in the framing of these com-
nittees members on this side ought to have
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been eonsulted. I trust the Premier will re-
consider his attitnde and give consideration
to the wishes of those on this side. I move
an amendment—
That in line 3 the words “the Atiorney
General” be deleled with a view to insert-
ing other words,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle} [548]: I move—

That the debate be adjourned,

Motion put and negatived.

Mon. W. C. ANGWIN: My reason for
the wotion waz simply to give the Premier
and the leader of the Opposition an oppor-
tunity of discussing the question. In the ap-
pointment of these committees it has ever
been customary for the leader of the Op-
position to be consulted. Personally I do
not care who may be on the commitiees.

Mr. Thomson: Then why waste the time
of the House?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I have po desire
to waste time. I wou)d like the hon. mem-
ber to withdraw that, I am simply explain-
ing my reason for having moved the ad-
journment.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. J. George—Murray-Wellington) [5.50]:
I hope the House will treat the amendment
in the way it deserves. It certainly ean-
not be seriously regarded. Tlie hon. mem-
ber who moved it conld not have been
serious in his suggestion to remove from
this commiftee the Attormey General, the
one Minister who should be on such a com-
mittee, not only because of lis legal train-
ing, his posifion as Attorney General,” but
as a representative of the Government to
deal with the Standing Orders framed for
the conduci of the Honse.

Hon. P. Collier: The Standing Orders
have nothing to do with the Government.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is
perfeetly well known to the hon. member
who has inferjected that if there is anmy
member who has taken a keen interest in the
Standing Orders it is the Attorney General.
If an attempt had been made to remove any
other member of the committee there might
have been some reason for it. If there is
anything which elearly shows the insincerity
of the amendment it is the attempt to sirike

_committee.

off from the commiitee the one member
essential to that committee. .

Mr. TROY (Mt Magnet) [5.53]: I have
no desire to strike out the name of the At-
torney General, because 1 remember that
when previously the hon. genfleman was a
member of the Standing Orders Commiitee
lie was very keen in attending to his duties.
I cannot understand the attitude of the
Minister for Works in elaiming that the
Government shounld be represented on that
The Standing Orders are
framed exclusively in the interests of the
good conduct of the Honse. Members of
the Standing Orders Committee have many
matters of importance to consider. It is
well known that this House has frequently
come into confliet with another place in re-
gard to the interpretation of the Standing
Orders. Therefore it is important that we
should have on the Standing Orders Com-
mittee men who will take a deep interest in
their work, and I can bear testimony to the
interest faken by the Attorney General. [
do not desire to see his name removed from
that committee, although I think that in the
appointment of a committee of this sort
the Premier should consult the leader of the
Oprosition. The Premier said that the gen-
tlemen who oceupied these offices did not
take any interest in them. and that the ap-
pointments were unimportant. There can
be no greater fallacy than that.

The Premier: I said I wanted men in a
position to attend to the duties.

Hon. P. Collicr: Have we not on this side
two men who would attend to the duties?

Mr. TROY: I hold that we should have
on that committee men of backbone and
character. In 1911 the affairs of Parliament
House were in a parlous condition,

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member will
discuss the Standing Orders Committee.

Mr. TROY: For the moment T am not
discussing any particular committee, I am
diseussing the neecessity for having on these
committees men of character. I do nol de-
sire to bring before the House things that
have happened in the past becanse of looge
conduct in the administration of the affairs
of Parliament House, but I contend that
men of character should be on these cormmit-
tees, because much good work eould then be
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done. 1f we have on these committees men
who, in a spirit of camaraderie and good
fellowship overlook things that ought not to
be allowed to happen, we shall have again
happenings constituting a scandal, as we
have had in the past. 1i will be remembered
that one of our caterers became bankrupt,
whereupon it was found that members and
officers of the House—not the present ofli-
cers—aowed him hundreds of pounds. That
state of affairs had been allowed to come
aboul as the result of good fellowship and
camaraderie among the officers and the
members of these committees. However, 1
have no desire to go too deeply intn  thal
phase of the question. I hope these things
will never be allowed to happen again.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [5.57]:
This matter is nobt so unimportant as some
may think. T bave no objection whatever
to the Attorney General being on ihe Stand-
ing Qrders Committee. The amendment is
not aimed at the Altorney General in a per-
sonal sense. It is admitted that when the
Attorney General previously occupied a
" position on this commitiee he took a keen
interest in the work, and his legal training
was of material assistance to the other mem-
bers of the ecommittee. But I have raised
the point on the principle involved, and 1
submit that the Premier has failed entirely
to answer my contention, or to give any
tangible reason for departing from the life-
long principle of the House. To say thai
the names snbmitted to us are those of men
who will give atfention to the work means
nothing; that is not the point at all. 1
say the Premier has departed from a prac-
tice without giving any reason or explana-
tion for so doing. In the firsf place—al-
though reatly I take no exeeption to this—-
I was not consulted as to the members to he
appointed from this side of the House, It
has always been the custom for the Premier
to take the recommendation of the leader of
the party for the tirme being. However, I
know that was a mere oversight on the part
of the Premier, and that no slight was in-
lended. Still, since attention has been
called to the departure from the principle of
equal representation for both sides on these
committees, the Premier ought to agree to
vary the personnel of this committee. The

rights and privileges of members are bound
up in the Standing Orders. Those rights
may be eurtailed or extended by any alter-
ation of the Standing Orders which may be
made upon the recommendation of the
Standing Orders Committee. That being so,
and both sides of.the House, irrespective of
numerical strength, being equally coneerned
in preserving the privileges of the House,
I think the Premier ought to get back to the
old-established practice. It is true that in
the brief session held prior to the elections
this innovation was introduced; but that
session lasted only two weeks, and the alter-
ation passed through unnoticed. The Pre-
mier nuw nominates the same members who
were on that committee on the previouns
oceasion, notwithstanding that some of
them have sinee ehanged their politics and
their positions in the House.

The Premier: I do not think they have
changed their politics. _

Hon. I". COLLIER: I am certain they
have; otherwise they would not be found
where they are now.

The Minister for Mines: There have been
no such changes since lhose names were
submitted.

Hon. P>. COLLIER: Then that is to say
that those hon. members have steadily main-
iained their politics for a period of aver twe
months. I still contend that the previous
appointment of that committee was passed
through unnoticed.

Mr, Johnston: The Chairman of Commit-
tees sat on your side last session.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The member for
Menzies (Mr. Mullany) sat on this side of
the House when he was appointed. He has
now transferred his seat to the other side of
the House, and whether such transfer also
means a change of politics I do not know.
At any rate, the fact is that an alteration
has been made. T will not press this, but as
a matter of courtesy the Premier ought to
agree to give the Opposition the representa-
tion upon these eommittees which they have
always bad in the Hounse since it has been
in existence.

Hon. T. WALKER (Kanowna [6.0]: T
trust that the Premier will reconsider tha
position he has taken up. I am sure he
does nob desire to act unfairly. I would
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refer to the appointment of the committee
now under debate as contained in Hansard
for 1914, 1 find there that the Attorney
General of the day was not upon that eom-
mittee, that it was not considered necessary
that the Government, as a Government,
should be represented on that committee at
all. This is a committee for the regulation
of the Standing Orders of this House, and
it is within the House that the committee is
appointed for the purpose of the protection
and proper government of the House. I
find that the committes in 1914 consistel
of Mr. Speaker, the Chairman of Commit-
tees, Mr. Hudson, Mr, Robinson, and Mr,
James Gardiner, showing clearly that there
- existed then that fair consideration for the
opposite side of the House which is now
demanded. Such a principle has been
carried out in Parliament so far as T can
remember at all times, and my memory goes
back a good many years. I cannot in the
least understand how the principle was de-
parted from last session. At all events, the
departure, snch as it was, of last session
was ooly a temporary matter, and appar-
ently went through without having struck
anyone at the moment. In faet, it slipped
through, in the ordinary way of putting it,
*but should not be allowed to continue. BRut
a mistake made last session should not be
allowed to become a precedent and fo be
perpetuated. . The principle adopted by
previous Governments in this matter is one
which I do not think we should lightly de-
part from, To my mind, it is only want
of consideration and want of memory as to
what has been the eustom of the House that
have led to the present proposal. I quite
agree that there is no intention of reflecting
personally upon the Attorney General.

Hon. P. Collier: Or upon any of them.

Hon. T, WALEKER: Or upon any of the
personnel of the Government or the Gov-
ernment side of the House. There is no ob-

jeetion whatsoever to any of them, but there .

is an objection to what appears to be a
slight to this side of the House, and to the
forgetfulness of that fair-mindedness which
has been the universal custom up to the
present time. T think the Premier might
well take the matter into consideration
again. Persconally I would objeet fo the

Attorney (leneral, as Attorney General, be-
ing foisted upon the committee in his offi-
cial capacity. I have not the slightest ob-
Jection to the member for Canning being
upon the committee, but if it is to he a
prineiple that a member of the Government
should be placed upon the committee gov-
erning the House, then, in my opinion, an
innovation will be constituted which will be
a dangerous one. No Government as an
Executive governing the country, has really
anything to do with the governing of the
Assembly itself. This Chamber is a self-
contained body, and is not under the thumb
or the management of the Exeeuntive of the
country in any manner whatsoever. I trust
that with all these facts before bim, and the
undeniable ¢nstoms which have hitherto
prevailed, the Premier will concede what has
been asked for.’

Amendment put and negatived.

Mr. MUNSIE (Hannans) [6.5]: T de-
sire to move now that the name of the mem-
ber for West Perth {Mr. Draper) be de-
leted from the motion. I am not doing this
from any personal feelings towards the hon.
gentleman, because I do not know him yet.
I would like to take this opportunity, how-
ever, of saying in reply to the Minister for
Works that there was no infention on my
part of casting any slight whatsoever upon
the Attorney General in the course of my
previous remarks. My reason for moving
the former amendment was that I thought
I was doing the Attorney General a service,
seeing tbat the Government had nominated
another legal gentleman as a member of
this particular committee.  The Attorney
General has his time quite well occupied as
it is in looking after the various State mat-
ters concerned in his department, withont
having to spend his time in going into the
question of the legal points that might be
raised in”connection with this committee. I
therefore moved the amendment to strike
out the words "“the Attorney General”

Mr. SPEAKER: Is the hon. member in-
tending to move a furtber amendment, be-
cause if so, he will not be in order?

Mr. MUNSIE: I bad intended to do so,
bot if T am not in order, I will leave it to
some other hon. member to move in the
matter.
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Mr. GREEN (Kalgoorlie) [6.8]: T move
an amendment—

That the name of Mr. Draper be de-
leted from the motion.

I do this because the membher for Hannans
is not in order in moving the amendment
himself. I regret that the Premier has
taken up this attitude in disallowing an
allotment equally so far as possible to both
sides of the House. It is obvious to me that
if the appointments liave been made in a
haphazard manner, and if there had been no
intention in the matter, the Premier would
have met this side of the House. I regret
that at the beginning of the session, when
we were anxious to pass through ibe busi-
ness of the House with all concord, the Pre-
mier, whom we have found to be fair upon
all questions, should now not be able to see
his way elear to meet us, and it avgurs ill
for the business which may follow in this
Chamber. T trust that the Premier will yet
see that what we are asking for is not an
unfair request. If the request is an unfair
one, then the enstom of the House in the
matter in the past has also been unfair,
whereas if it was fair for previous Govern-
ments to allocate these positions equally to
both sides of the House, then it is fair to
doe so now. I hope, therefore, the Premier
will not stiffen his back because of the
numbers behind him, but will remember
that the custom of the House provides that
the prineiple which we are now asking to
be upheld is one which had always been es-
tablished and one which is eminently fair.

Mr. LUTEY (Brownhill-Ivanhoe} [6.10]:
T second the amendment.

The PREMIER (Hon. H. B. Lefroy—
Moore—on amendment) [6.11]: This is the
first time that T have ever learned that ap-
pointments to these commitiees constituted
a political matter. T never looked upon the
question as a political one.

Hon. T. Walker: It is the House.

The PREMIER: Appointments to the
Standing Qrders Committee are entirely out-
side the question of politics, and the Stand-
ing Orders have nolhing whatever to do with
the politics of the country. You, Sir, as
the Speaker of the House, are entirely out-
side the political life of the country.

Whilst you oeccupy that high position, you
are there holding the scales of justice be-
tween both sides of the House. 1 did not
think for a moment that hon, members
would have raised a political question in
connection with this matter.

Hon. T. Walker: It is not peolitical, but
a matler of justice to both sides of the
House. .

The PREMIER: The hon, member is try-
ing to make it so,

The Colonial Treasurer: This is the first
time that I have ever seen this mad rush to
get upon a committee of any kind.

The PREMIER: It was, at any rate, my
desire to see upon this eommitiee those hon,
mewbers who had been sitting vpon it be-
fore. These hon. memhers had taken an in-
terest in their duties, and for that reason 1
had no iotenlion of asking the House to
agree to appoint any other hon. members in
lieu of them. Consequently, all those hon.
members who filled the positions in the past
were left where they were, and the only
changes that were made were those which
occurted in the cases of members who had
not been returned to the House.

Mr. Munsie: That is not so.

The PREMIER: I regret that there has
heen a storm over a matier of this sort. I
apologise to the leader of the Opposition if
I have been wrong in not consulting him
upon the matter, but I thought that the whole
thing was merely a simple quesiion. Most
of the hon. members had been here before,
and I believed that the House would agree
at once to their re-appointment.

Mr. Munsie: You are not puiting the same
members upon the eommittee. If that had
been 50, we would not have objected.

The PREMIER: In considering the eon-
stitution of the Standing Order Committee,
1 thought it wise to place upon it hon. mem-
bers who had some legal experience, and [
think that the House generally will admit
the wisdom of such a course. We had not
in the House the number of lawyers in the
past that we now have, T trust that hon.
members will not alter the personnel of the
committee, but will allow the names which
have been put forward from the side of the
House to pass through.
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Mr. LAMBERT ({Coolgardie) [6.13]: I
should like to make a suggestion to the Pre-
nier.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1f the Premier has re-
plied upon his motion, the debate will now
have been closed.

Hon. P. Collier: I submit that the Premier
has only spoken to the amendment moved
by the member for Kalgoorlie, and that
therefore the hon. member is in order in ad-
dressing the House.

Mr. LAMBERT: I suggest to the Premier
that the question should be allowed to stand
over in order to give him an opportunity
of considering it. That would only be a
fair course to take, and would possibly en-
able him to find a way out of the diffienlty.
1 therefore snggesi that the debate be ad-
journed,

Amendment put and negatived,

Question put and passed,

Sitling suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

BILL—TRANSFER OF LAND ACT
AMENDMENT.

lime.

STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION,
The PREMIER (Hon. H. B. Lefroy—
Moore) [7.35]: T move—

“That for the remainder of the week lhe
Standing Orders be suspended so far as
ta enable Bills to be introduced and
passed through all stages in one day, and
all Messages from the Legislative Council
te be taken into consideration on the day
on which they are received; alse, so far
as to admit of the reporting and adopting
of the resolutions of Committee of Supply
and Ways and Means on the same day on
which they shall have pussed those Com-
mittees, and to enable such business to be
entered upon and dealt with Dbefore the
Address-in-reply is adopted.
As hon. members are aware, the Standing
Orders provide that no business ean be en-
tered upon or transacted until the Address-
in-reply to the Governor’s Speech has been
adopted. Under certain excepiional cirecum-

Received from the Couneil and read a first

stances, however, in cases of urgent neces-
sity, the Standing Orders provide for sus-
pension in order to allow of the transaction
of business prior to the adoption of the
Address-in-reply. In asking hon. members
to agree lo the suspension of the Standing
Orders, I regret the necessity for doing so.
We have just ¢come back from the country,
and the Government had hoped, when the
elections were over, to be able to ask Par-
liament to meet with a view of possibly
bringing (lie session to a close at the end of
the year, and so avoiding the inconvenience
to hon. members of sitting here during the
summer months, Cirecuamstances have arisen,
however, which render it necessary for me
to ask hon. members to discuss certain
husiness uand hereafter to adjourn Parlia-
ment for a short period, Tt came to all of
us as a great surprise, I may say as a bolt
from the blue, to be asked to cast again a
vote on the question of conseription. It
has been decided by the Federal Government
to have another referendum of the people on
that question, and undoubtedly members of
Parlinment and others will be actively en-
gaged during the next few weeks in the eon-
seriplion campaign. It is for the conveni-
ence of hon. members that I ask them to
agree to the suspension of the Standing
Orvders so as fo permit of the obtaining of
supplies and the re-enacting of a few mea-
sures which need to be re-enacted before
the close of Ihe year. T feel sure hon. mem-
bers will agree with me that it would be im-
possible o give our aftention properly to
the work of this House while the refer-
endum campaign is in progress. I am sure
hoth sides of the House will agree with me
in that. In faect, T think it would be even
indecent of us to sit herve in the Parliament
of this State while so vital a question as
that of conseription was about to be placed
hefore the people. No doubt the raising
of the question again will ereate a certain
devree of bitterness of feeling, and 1 regret
that the necessity has arisen for again em-
barking on such a campaign. Some of those
sores which had been occasioned by the pre-
vious eampaign had begun to heal, and I
am very sorry that it should be found neces-
sary to repeat the work which was carried
on only a vear ago. But I am sure the en-
tire House will realise and recognise that
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it is our duty, as members of Parliament,
pot to sit here while the referendum cam-
paign is proceeding. 1 therefore ask hon.
members to agree to the suspension of the
Standing Orders for the purposes which I
have mentioned. I trust there will be no
debate on this motion. 1 submit it to the
House with the fullest confidence that I am
meeting the views of all hon. members.

Hon. P. COLLIELR (Boulder) [7.41]:
This motion, so far as it relates to the ob-
taining of supplies by the Government,
merely represents the usual practice. Seo
far back as | can remember, it has been
necessary for every Government on  the
opening day of the session, or in the early
stage of the session, to ask for a suspension
of the Standing Orders for the purpose of
obtaining supj lies. The motion, however,
goes considerably further than that. [t
carried, it will not only enable the Govern-
ment to obtain supplies. but also to pass
Bills through all their stages at one sittting
and, further, to deal with Messages from
another place on the day on which they are
received. With the Premier I regret 1le
necessity for any adjournment of the ses-
sion, though T searcely see how that course
could possibly be avoided when a questfion
of such importance as that of conscription
is before the public. Necessarily, members
will wish to take part in the campaign: and,
that being so, it would not be convenient for
this House to be sitting at the same time,
Indeed, I suppose the minds of members
will be so much disturbed that it would
hardly be possible for them to give adequate
attention to any business which might he
hrought before this House.  Accordingly,
when the Premier consulted me regarding an
adjournment of the session, while I in-
formed the Premier that he had the strength
and the numbers to carry this or any other
motion that he might desire to carry, whe-
ther we on this side approve or otherwise, T
said also that T did not see there was mnch
option for the Opposition but to aeree to
the proposition which the Premier intimated
he would put forward. 1, too, regret ex-
tremely that the people of this Siate are
going to be torn once again by conflictine
opinions and hy dissention, as probably
they will be during the next four

weeks, all because—but perhaps I hbad
hetter not go into that aspect of the
nuestion. At all events, I think that,

the people of Australia having once de-
cided the matter. it might well have been
allowed to rest where it was. However, the
powers that be in the Federal Parliameni
think otherwise, and so we shall have a re-
petition of the strife and disagreement which
characterised the conduet of the campaign
last vear. [ do. however, wish to offer a
protest ngainst the suspension of the Stand-
ing Orders in the ecircumstances. Seven
weeks have elapsed since the general election
was beld, and the Governmwent might well
have met the Mouse at least two or three
weeks ago. In these times of financial
stress, PParfiament should be engaged in its
business of disensging the many  dilficult
financial problems which eonfront the State;
and therefore it was the duty of the Gov-
ernment to call the House together at an
eatrlicr date and not allow seven weeks to
elapse before meeting the House.

The Premier: The elections are only just
over,

Ton. P. COLLIER: T do not know that
the whele House should have been delayed
heeaunse one or two members from the North-
West were not in a position to take their
seats. That has not heen the practice in
the past, As a matter of fact, the session
has been invariably opened and in exisf-
ence for some weeks in many ecases before
the members from the North-West have
taken their seats.

The Colonial Treasurer: There was the
proposed opening of the Transcontinental
line.

Hon. P. COLLIER : In that respect, T may
sav that I did not agree with the Govern-
ment proposals for the holding of certain
functions. No doubt the opening of the
Transcontinental line broke in at a time in-
convenient to the Government, but I still
think that Parliament eould have met ear-
lier. After the 1911 election the House met
in three weeks after polling day, and on
this oceasion we eeuld have met within a
month from the day of the election. More
particularly was this desirable this year in
order that the fullest time and opportunity
might be available to members to disenss
the financial position of the State and the
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proposals of the Government for dealing
with the situation. The Premier has in-
formed us that it was the original intention
of the Government to adjourn before Christ-
mas, had the conscription campaign not in-
tervened.

The Premier: To endeavour to do so.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That would have
been impossible, in my opinion, if members
were to do justice to the matters fo be dis-
cussed. Members who have had experience
will admit that the time would be too lim-
ited in a session of four weeks for the con-
sideration of taxation proposals and the dis-
cussion and consideration of the Estimates.
We are faced with the position to-day of
being forced to adjourn uniil the middle of
January without discussing, or giving any
consideration whatever, to matters of vital
importance to the people of the State—all
because the Government failed to call the
House together at an earlier date. With
regard to the question of passing Bills
through all stages at one sitting, I trust the
Premier will give an assurance that there is
no intention of unduly rushing through any
Bill whieh there is & desire on the part of
members to diseuss. The four Bills in the
list are re-enacting measures. Nevertheless
there is at least one of very great import-
ance, I refer to the Wheat Marketing Bill;
and I hope the Premier will afford ample
opportunity for discussion on that, as well
as on any other Bill in regard to which
members may show a desire to indulge in
discussion. I hope this will be done even
though we may have to sit here for a day or
two longer than is now intended. There is
no real reason why the House should ad-
journ before Friday if there be business be-
fore us which calls for attention up to that
date. Members will not be starting out to
take part in the comscription campaign be-
fore the beginning of next week. While I
shall offer no opposition to the motion, T
urge the Premier to give the House ample
opportunity for the diseussion of all Bills
to be introduced under cover of this motion.

The PREMIER {Hon. H. B. Lefroy—
Moore—in reply) [7.50]: Y can assure hon.
members that every reasonable opportunity
will be given for the discussion of these re-
enacting measures. It seems fo me reason-

able and necessary to re-enact those mea-
sures. With regard to the Wheat Market-
ing Bill, it is proposed only to re-enact the
measure, with some small amendment, to .
bring it into line with opinions expressed
in this House. The leader of the Opposi-
tion has taken the Government to task for
not lhaving called Parliament together
earlier. But I wounld point ount that the
elections are only just over; in fact, the
writs for the Kimberley electoral distriet
have not yet been returned, and it was only
within the last few days almost that the
member representing Kimberley has an op-
portunity of getting to Perth. In the eir-
cumstances, Cabinet econsidered they were
perfectly in order in their endeavour to give
those members an opportunity of being in
their seats when Parliament opened. Again,
there was the opening of the Trans-Austra-
lian. railway which interefered with the ar-
rangements for the opening of Parliament; .
and, although the arrangements for the offi-
¢ial opening of that railway have been can-
celled, very muach to our surprise, I would
point out that it had been the intention of
members of the Government to attend, as
representing Western Australia, at the
opening ceremony. It would not be fitting
for Ministers to have refrained from repre-
senting this State at such an important
funetion. T think the opening of that rail-
way was certainly an important event, al-
though some people appear to think that
any opening function was entirely unreces-
Sary.

Hon. T. Walker: Was that the reason
for postponing the opening of Parliament?

The PREMIER: That was one of the
reasons. The other resson was that the
Government were desirous of seeing all
members in their places when Parliament
was opened. I submit the Government have
been in no way blameworthy for having
put off the meeting of Parliament until
now, though we would all have been glad
had it been possible for us to meet earlier,
as we would then have been able to carry
an our work without being disturbed. I
am pleased that the leader of the Opposi-
tion recognised it would be impossible for
members to give that attention to the work
of Parliament which is necessary while a
referendum campaign was proceeding, and
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I thank the hon. member for not entering
any opposition to the proposal 1 now sub-
mit to the House.

Question put and passed.

CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES, ELEC-
TION.

The PREMIER (Hon. H. B. Lefroy—
Moore) 17.56]: I move—

That the member for Wagin (Mr.
Stubbs) be appointed Chairman of Com-
mittees.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [7.57]: I
am sorry that 1T feel bound to op-
pose the motion moved by the Premier.
I do so for the reason that 1 desire to re-
nominate the member for Murchison {(Mr.
Holman) and I shall later move an amend-
ment to that effect. T need not give the as-
surance to hon, members, and particularly
to the member for Wagin (Mr. Stubbs)
himself, that in opposing this nomination
to the position I am not actuated by any
personal motive. As a matter of faet, T had
the privilege and honour earlier in this year
of nominating that hon. member for a still
higher office, that of Speaker of this House;
but my friend's modesty on that oceasion
would not permit him to aecept the nomina-
tion. T think it will be conceded that Mr.
Holman, during the six years he has filled
the position of Chairman of Committees in
this House, has given complete satisfaction
to the members of the two Parliaments.
Therefore, in submitting the name of some
other hon. memher on this ocecasion, I con-
clude that the Government are not doing so
because of any failure on the part of Mr.
Holman. T recognise that the Government
in this instance are merely following the
practice—a pernicious practice perhaps—
adopted in the past, which is best deseribed
by the designation, “Spoils to the victors.”

Hon. W. C. Angwin: But there are no
parties in this Parliament.

The Minister for Works: It is your fault
that there are any parties.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am reminded that
the Government are merely following a
course which was pursued by the Govern-
ment of which I was a member in 1911, in

nominating members from their own side of
the House to fill offices in this Chamber,
Whilst that is true I had hoped that we bad
arrived at a better age. I have read fre-
quenily in the Press of this State during the
past few months that the time had arrived
in our history when party polities should be
abandoned. Party politics have been aban-
doned so far as T am concerned; I believe
I belong now to the only National pariy in
the State. .

Mr. Thomson: It is only your belief.

Hon. T. Walker: It is more than a belief.
" Hon. P. COLLIER: When we formed in
this State a National party, I had hoped
that this practice of “spoils to the vietors”
or party polities would be abandoned for
ever,

Mr. Harrison: Who s
block ?

Hon. . COLLIER.: The hon. member is,
because I find he is still the same voting
machine in caucus to-day as he has always
been. The hon. member and those associated
with him—and, by the way, the hon. member
is the father of the idea of Nationalism in
polities—I understand, took part in a ballot
at a party meeting either yesterday or to-
day, at which party the member for Wagin
was selected for the nomination of Chair-
man of Committees.

Mr, Harrison: It is a pity you and your
colleagues were not there also.

Hon. P. COLLIER: My object in nomin-
ating the memhber for Murchison is that at
the very commencement of the life of our
Parliament we should see that we do nof
start on the wrong track. Already by the
action of the Government we are making
this a party maiter. They have already
vitiated the National atmosphere of this
Chamber, and now we bave the position of
hon. members declaring that they have come
to this Parliament absolutely free to exercise
their own judgment upon all or any of the
measures that may be brought forward. We
lind, however, that at this early stage of our
history their hands are absolutely tied by
caacus deecigion. The member for (Gascoyne
(Mr. Angelo) who moved the Address-in-
reply vesterday, complimented the. Govern-
ment upon the abolition of party politics in
this Chamber. He told the House that hé

the stumbling
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was absolutely free to exercise his own judg-
ment on all matters ihat were brought before
the House, and that he wounld be responsible
to bis electors. I subinit that the hon. mem-
ber is not free to esercise that judgment
upen this particular matier, because he has
to fall into line and accept the vote of the
party which was given at the meeting either
vesterday or (his morning. 1f the hon. mem-
ber was free, and other hon. members were
free-as well, this matter of the appointment
of Chairman of Committees would not have
been decided at a party meeting, but wounld
have heen left an open question for hon.
members to decide according to their own
judgments, and without being bound. There
is not an hon. member who took part in that
hallot that is not honourably hound to abide
by the decision of that majority —even the
member for Williams-Narrogin, Mr. John-
ston.

- Mr., Troy: He is no longer an indepen-
dent.

Hon. P. COLLIER: We shall have the
extraordinary position, having regard to
what took place in this Chamber in the early
part of this year between the member for
Williams-Narrogin and the member for
Wagin, of the former hon. member being
bound to record his vote for the member for
Wagin.

The Minister for Works: Why bound?

Han. T. Walker: Beeause the machine has
ot him.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Bound by the vote
that was recorded at the party meeting. And
this is the hon. member, and others with him,
who have falked so much and so freely re-
garding their liberty and freedom.

Mr. Harrison: Your amendment has not
vét been put to the vote.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The hon. member
will have an opportunity of recording his
vote, and having some knowledge of the
manner in which he fell into line last Par-
liament. T have no doubt of the direction in
which his vote will go on this occasion. Any-
how, the vote will afford the public an op-
portunity of judging as to whether members
are bound to caucus decision. T have no
doubt myself as to its direction, but I do
say it would have been well if the Govern-
ment Had lived up to their professions of
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Nationalism and the abandonment of party
polities in connection with the appoiniment
of the Chairmnan of Committees. The public
will now be able to judge as to the sincerity
of the talk that has been indulged in during
recent tonths with regard to the abolition
of party polities. 1t there is one question or
oné matier more than another that will come
belore this House, to which we might ex-
pect the application of National prineiples,
it s with regard to the appointment of a
member to the position of Speaker or that
of 'Chairman of Committees. Yet we are
starting off al the outset of our career along
party lines, thus emphasising the statement
that T and others associated with me have
been making with regard to the professions
of Naitonalism by our friends opposite. I
regret that the party opposite have made
this a question of “spoils to the vietors.” As
one who oecupied a position in the Govern-
ment of this country for some vears, and a
Government, too, which bad as large and as
unwieldy a majority as now sits behind the
Government——

Mr. Underwood: You did it in.

Hon. P. GOLLIER: The lhon, member
eontribuied largely to doing in that major-
ity of ours. That famous statement of his
about the farmers getting work will help fo
do in the party he is now associated with.
I congratulate the Government on their ac-
quisition of this hon. member. The Govern-
ment will no deoubi appreciate the oppor-
tunily of appointing one of their number to
this position, hecavse large majorities are
somewhat embarrassing to Governments, and
even .with the number of portfolios and
Honorary Ministerships that are available,
it is necessary, in order to satisfy a number
of their supporters, that the Speakership
and the Chairmanship of Committees should
be at their disposal. I move—

That the words “member for Wagin
Mr. Stubbs,” be struck out with a view of
inserting other words.

When the division takes place I do at least
hope to sce that the member for Williams.
Narrogin .will range himself amongst the
members on this side of the House.

Mr. Johnston: T will vote for the hetter

candidate.
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Amendment put and a division taken with

the following result:—
Ayes . . - .o 13
Noes .. .. .. .. 2

Majority against .. .. 13

AYES.

Mr. Angwin Mr. Munsle

Mr. Chesson ! Mr, Rocke

Mr. Colller I Mr. Troy

Mr. Droper Mr. Walker

Mr. Grecn Mr. Willeock

Mr. JLamhert Mr. O'Loghten

Mr. Lutey (Teller)
Noes.

Mr. Angelo Mt. Pickering

Mr. Broun Mr. Plogse

Mr. Foley Mr. H. Robluson

Mr, Gardiner, Mr, R. T. Robinson

Mr. George : Mr. Smith

Mr. Harrlson Mr. Stewart

alr. Hickmott 3r. Stubbs

Mr. Hudson Mr. Teeadale

Mr. Johnson 3r. Thomson

Mr, Lefroy Mr. Underwood

Mr. Male Mr. Veryard

Mr. Mitchell Mr, Brown

Mr. Money {T'elier.)

Mr. Naim

Amendmeni thus negatived.

Question put and passed.

Mr. STUBBS (Wagin) [5.14]: Permit
me Lo say that I deeply appreciate the gréat
honour which has been conferred upon me,
and that with the kind assistance of hon.
members I shall endeavour to discharge the
duties pertaining to the office of Chairman
of Committees in a faithful and satisfactory
manner.

BILL—SUPPLY, £310,000.
Messaye.
Message from the Governor received and
read recommending appropriation in con-
nection with this Bill,

In Committee of Supply.
The House having resolved into Commit-
iee of Supply, Mr. Stubbs in the Chair,
The COLONIAL TREASURER (Hon. J.
Gardiner—Irwin) [8.153]: 1 move—
That there be granted to His Majesty
on account of the services of the year
1317-18 a sum not ecceeding £310,000.
I offer you, Sir, my hesrly congratulations
upon vour election as Chairman of Commit-
tees. T feel sure that with the assistance
of the Committee you will be able to dis-
charge the duties of vour office in a way that

will reflect credit on the Committee and
vourself. 1 also wish to pay my tribute to
the highly eapable manner in which the late
oceupant of that Chair discharged his duties.
I refer to the member for Murchison (Mr.
Holman).

Mr. O'Loghlen: He deserved a continu-
ance ot the oftice:

The COLONIAL TREASURER: Before
we adjourned last session, the Com-
mittee were good enough to grant me
supplies for five months, ecaleulated on
the expenditure of the previous year,
Those supplies comprised £1,456,000 from
Revenue, £400,000 from Loan, £70,000
from  Property Trust Account, and
#£300,000 from Temporary Advances to
the Treasurer, or £2,226,000 in all, T prom-
ised the Committee then that I would try to
see low little of this money T could use,
rather than how much, As & result, I am
now asking for omly £300,000 from Rev-
enue, which will carry me on to the end of
January, instead of £550,000 which would
be required if caleulated on last yenr's ex-
penditure. I require nothing from Loan,
for T am going to rake the £400,000 suffice
till the end of January. I require only
£10,000 from Property Trust Aceount, and
nothing at all from Treasurer’s Temporary
Advance. I think the Committee will agree
with me that in these cireumstances I have
reldecmed at least one promise given to the
Cominittee. 1 expect the smallest Supply
Bill for two months ever requested. I made
anather promise. 1t was that immediately
the new Parliament should meet I would be
prepared Lo lay the Estimates on the Table
—and I trust that those Fstimates will be
found acceptable in accordance with the
wish of the House and of the State. Not-
withstanding the faet that we have been in
office only a litfle over four wonths, during
whieh time we have had to meet Parliament,
we have had an unfortunate strike, a gen-
eral election, and a mess-up over the Great
Western Railway, notwithstanding this I
have those Estimates ready, and had nothing
intervened T would have been prepared to
deliver my financial statement to-morrow
night. However, I cannot do that, but I do
eonceive it my duty on the first possible oe-
easion to take the House and the Committee
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into my confidence apd with the fewest pos-
sible words and the fewest possible figures
try- to place before the Committee and
through them, the eountry, the finanecial
position of Western Australia. The reason
why 1 feel this is because I am not a servant
of this side of the House alone. I realise
that I am a servant of the whole House, and
“through the whole House, partienlarly at
this juncture, I am the servant of the people
and of the constituents who returned me.
I do not purpose dealing with anything per-
taining to last year, The present is all that
I ean realise. From the past 1 only desire
to gather lessons of what not to do, and
Jeave it there. The only way in which I shall
use last year will be to make a ecomparison
a8 between last year and this year. The
revenue for last year was £4,577,007; the
anticipated revenne this year is £4,481,996,
or a decrease in revenue of £95,011. The
expenditnre for last year was £5,276,764;
the estimated expenditure this year is
£5,171,920, or a decrease in expenditure of
£104,844. This reduction in expenditure
includes the suspension of the sinking fund
from the 1st January next year, totalling
£186,185. Without this deduction our’ esti-
mated expenditure for the year would show
an inerease, not a decrease, an increase of
£81,341. By deducting the decrease of rev-
enue, £95,011 and the increase of expendi-
ture, £31,341, T am faecing the financial year
£176,352 to the bad. Notwithstanding this
disability T expeet té end the year, if my
anticipations are rtealised—I think hon.
memhbers will agree that it is really af the
present juneture a difiicult task to foresee
two or three months ahead—if my anticipa-
tions are realised and the Government pro-
posals are carried I expect to end the year
with a deficit of £564,924 as against last
vear’s deficit of £699,757 or a reduction of
£135,000. Now with further figures in this
statement I am only geing to deal in round
numbers. The shortage of revenue is due fo
an antieipated decline in railway receipts
this year of £117,400, land and timber re-
ceipts £4,000, water supply £19,700, Yanda-
nooka estate £7,000, the Commonwealth
£12,000, or a total of £160.100. But we are
going fo have increases. The inecreases are,
from trading concerns £51,000, bacon and
butter factory £12,600—here is a new item;

past Ministers will nnderstand how these
new items creep in—sundries £1,500, or an
increase of £65,100. If we deduet that from
£160,100, it leaves £95,000 deficiency. Deal-
ing with the shortage in railway reeeipts, it
is estimated that the total shortage of those
receipls this year will be no less than
£172,000. But we anticipate getting addi-
tional revenue of £54,000. How we are going
to get this additional revenue is one of the
stiffest problems 1 have ever tackled. We
are satisfiel—and I do not think I am say-
ing*this only for the members of the Com-
mittec; T am saying it for a large number
outside the House that the present method
of imposing freights is not good either scien-
tifically or developmentally. Whilst we de-
sire, and intend if we possibly can, to devise
a scheme whereby the amount named can be
raised, we want encouragement given to
those who are attempting to develop our
hack ecountry, both land apd mineral. T
have had many offers of assistance from
hoth sides of the Honse. If any member has
specific knowledge of how to deal with the
intricate question of adjusting these freights
so that they will give us the revenue we re-
quire, and still assist development, I shall be
very glad if he can assist me to solve the
problem. The shortage in the consumption
of water from the Goldfields Water Scheme
accounts for £19,700, while the Common-
wealth reduction shown is the reduection of
£10,000 a year plus, I expect, some short-
age on the 25s. per head, The increases are
from the irading concerns, prineipally from
the profits of our ships, T wil deal with
these later on, as I intend to lay before the
Committee the earnings of all the trading
concerns as represented by their balance
sheets on the 30th June.

Mr. (PLoghlen: Just
let that sink in.

Mr. Munsie: Let hon. members consider
it, particularly your colleague, the Minister
for Works.

Hon. T. Walker:

pause awhile and

You all had the mama.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: Al-
though the gross revenue of the State

is antieipated to be, roughly, £4,481,996,
the actral net cash left me to administer
the whole of the State is £2,505,479, Natur-
ally when people see that the State has a
revenue of nearly four and a half
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millions, they think “Goodness graeious!
one ought to he able to finanee a little State
containing 300,000 people on that and have
something in pocket, instead of a defieit.”
But when it is brought down to a cash basis
it makes a vast deal of difference, and in-
stead of having four and a half millions, T
have actually to administer the whole affairs
of the State with a cash balance of
£2,505,479. And this is what I have to do
with it: special Aects take £1,832,641.
These special Acts are as follows:—Interest
and Sinking Fund, £1,717, 641; His Excel-
lency the Governor, ete, £11,400; Parlia-
mentary Allowanees—I think we bave heard
something about these during the eleetion
campaign—4£25,400; Pensions and Retiring
Allowances, £22,000; Land Improvement
Loan Fund, £15,000; University of Western
Australia, £13,500; Tramways Purchase
Act, £3,960; Aborigines, £10,000; soondry
iteras, including judges, ete., £13,800, ot
a total of £1,.832641. I have to pay
that away whether I like it or not.
We all know that the interest bill has to be
paid if we are to protect our securities, In
this case these are obligations which T bave
to meet whether I like it or not. When I
have met ihese I have £672,338 left, and I
have to pay the whole of the administration
of the State out of it. That amounts to
£1362,762. 1 do not know how any hon.
member would like to have only £672,000
with which to meet an expenditure of
£1.362,000. The result is I am faeced wilh
a deficit, after paying for the whole of the
administratfdn, of £689,924. I anticipate
from taxation measures, which will he laid
before the Committee, and which include
an income tax, an extra tax on dividends
and an extra stamp duty tax, realising for
the six months of the year £100,000. I
think I can effect further savings on these
estimates of at least £25,000. T am adopting
business methods with regard fo this. I am
telling the departmental heads and the
Ministers—incidentally making myself un-
popular—gnite plainly that whilst these
estimates are their final estimates, after
having been sent back in several instances
siz or seven fimes, they have to get throungh
on less money than the amounts they have
provided. If we deduet that we shall then
arrive at the deficit which I have shown of

£564,924. 1 hope I have made it quite clear
to the Comumittee that this is the position of
affairs in the State, that this is the actual
cash we have; that this is what we have to
do wiih it, and that this is a defieit we will
have to earry over afterwards. I wish to
draw the Cominittee’s attention to this fact,
that part of the increased expenditure,
roughly, amounting to £40,000, is for in-
creased wages in the railways, in the police,
in the public works, and on account of what
are known as statutory inereases in the Gov-
ernment service, that is in allowing men o
go up from, say, £156 to £204 a year, There
iz another provision which we have had to
nse a great deal during the war, and that is
that when a man takes a higher position he
is paid a higher salary. ‘I'be most striking
thing in the pulblic expenditnre is the eost
of onr domestic administration, By domes-
tic administration I mean that administra-
tion which we know as public poliey, and
which has been the poliey alike of every
Government that has been in power. The
expenditnre in this direetion totals no less a
sum than £313,628, made up as follows:—
Aborigines £19,049, Gaols £19,795, Lanaey
and Inebriates £64,246, Medical and Pnblic
Health £163,169, State Children Depart-
ment £54,014, Poliee £133,307, Eduaration
£360,048, totalling £813,628. When the
zeneral diseussion upon the Estimates comes
it will he for the Committee to say how far
we can continue many of these items of
expenditure, or to what extent they shall be
curtailed. This Committee can readily um-
derstand that it is not within the power
of a Minister or within the control of the
Government to make inroads into these par-
ticular votes without the consent of the
Committee. We may look info the adminis-
tration most earefully so far as we can, but
outside that, when it becomes a matter of
public policy, it is for this Chamber alone
to decide whether and how far we can eon-
tinue to advance in this direction, and to
what extent there should be curtailment.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Yon have already started
retrenchment, bave youn not, prior to con-
sulting the House?

The COLONIAL TREASURER: It is
within the power of Ministers to
effect  retrenchment, but this is a

question rtegarding  matters of publie
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policy. It may be reasonable to ask
why the expenditure is so much more than
it was last year., For the information of the
Committee I have taken out statutory and
special items which we have to provide this
year, that are increases on those of last
year. These total no less a sum than
£245,000. As against this there was an ifem
in last year’s estimates for loss on control
of trade, totalling £45,000, and a decrease in
compassionate allowances, totalling £5,000,

so that we are vreally providing
£2(01,000 more expenditure, allowing for
these fwo items, this year than we

did last year, Here are some of the
items—increase in Inferest and Sinking
Fund £138,000, Education £26,000——

Mr. Mansie: Is that for the- half year’s
Sinking Fund?

The COLONIAL TREASURER: It
does not touch that, That is the
whole  Inferest and Sinking Fund.
Other items are  general  eleetions
£9,000, cost of provisions, clothing,

venereal disease and other things £6,000,
increase in wages of police £9,000, and
as if things were not bad enough for us the
Creator took a hand liere and gave us floods,
which will eost us for roads and bridges
something like £10,000, and repairs duc to
damage by floods to wharves, jetiies, and
other structures somethipg like £27,000,
statutory inereases £10,000, and sundry
small items amounting to £16,000, making
a total of £251,000 in all. These are items
over which 1 have no control, and over
which, no matter who ocenpied the position
of Treasurer, no one could have had any
eontrol. 1 deduet from this the big item of
loss om control ‘of trade and eompassionate
allowances, making up £50,000, showing a
sum of £201,000 which T had mere to pay
this year than was to be paid last year.
Roughly, the position is that we have a
shortage of revenue of £95,000 and an in-
creased expendifure of £201,000, or £296,-
000 in all. From this deduct £1856,000
Sinking Fund. With regard to the Sinking
Fund I have communicated with the Trea-
surers in the Eastern States, Queensland,
New Sounth Wales, and South Australia, and
find that those States are by Act of Parlia-
ment suspending payment fo their sinking
funds,

Hon. P. Collier: All those States have
not had a sinking fund.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: They
have all a2 sinking fund more or less, hut
have suspended it, though they have not a
real sinking fund such as we have.

Hon. P. Collier. They have in South
Anstralia.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: That
State has been utilising its surplus
revenue as such. This  shows £110,000.
This brings our interest bill £10,000
below that of last year, and with-
out allowing for increased taxation
shows a saving in administration and other
things of £135,000. Assuming that this
saving could have been spread over a period
of 12 months it would have been nearer
£150,000. 1t is idle for me to tell the Com-
mittee that I am satisfled with that. I am
not, although I have done my hest in trying
to keep my promise to the House, I have
rather been looking for the big amounts
than locking into the details. Those mem-
bers of the Committee who have been mem-
bers of previous CGovernments will agree
with me when I say there are dozens and
dozens of instances in which economies
could be effected. Indeed all hon. members
must know this. I eannot effeet these eecn-
nomies, however, in 24 hours and eannot
have a hundred eyes to see into them.

Haon. P. Collier: You are not the only
Minister in the Government.

The COLONTAL TREASURER: Tt is
no use the hon, member trying that old gag
on me. Let him try that on some of the
younger members. Let him not be absurd.

Hon. P. Collier: Are not the other Minis-
ters assisting you?

The COLONIAL TREASURER:
course they are,

Hon. P. Collier: Yon say you have no
time to attend to the whole of these matters.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: Cer-
tainly not.

Hon. P. Collier: Then what are the other
Ministers doing?

The COLONIAL TREASURER: They
are assisting me. The hon. member himself
knows that eventually all these things eome
to the Treasurer.

Hon. P. Collier: A Minister controlling a
department ought to be in a better posi-

0f
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tion to say how economies could be effecterd
than the Treasurer who is not in control
of that department.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: 1 am
¢lad to Lear the hon. member say that, be-
cause when we come lo the departent
which he has control of he will he able
to give us some useful information as to
how economies ecould be effected there.
Every Minisler kpows that finally he has
sot to pass lhe Treasurer, and the lender
of the Opposition knows that as well as
l do. The further £25000 ecenomy which
1 think 1 can effect includes some of the
departments only partially touched at pre-
sent.

Hon. P. Collier: Have you given the
figrnres of the amount of economies that yon
are already effecting?

The COLONIAL TREASURER:
estimates are £135,000.

Hon. P. Collier: Covering the year?

The COLONIAL TREASURER: Cover:
ing practically from Janvary downwards.
If these economies could have heen effected
for the whole year, probably the amount
would have been £150,000. They are not
all the economies; T dn not wish to misleasl
the House. The further £25,000 economy
includes, as I say, some of the departinents
only partially touched, When I use the
word “I,” 1 only do so because T am ihe
Treasurer. This amount includes economies
in the administration of Parliament itself.
Tt will be for members themselves to sav
whether these econowies shall be effected or
not. '

Hon. P, Collier: There have been some
economies introdueed in some of the de-
partments of Parliament House without our
consent.

The COLONTAL TREASURER: At any
rate, these economies are going to affect
members of Parliament to a far greater ex-
tent than any department. There will be
other questions upon which the Commitiee
will he asked to give its deeision. That is
praectically the financial position as it stands
to-day. T anticipate ending the financial
vear with £135,000 less defieit than we had
last vear. T have tried, just in the fewest
fizures, to tell the Committee exactly how
the State stands. Now we come to the State
trading eancerns. The conduet by the Gov-

The

ecrnment of tlese concerns has been the sub-
ject of mueh comment lately.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Not 'half- s0 much as a
couple of years ago.

The (,ULO;\h\L TRLASL'RLR I can
only say that the Government are trying
to conduect these concerns on business lines,
anl that whenever the concerns come into
com| etitton with private firms— however re-
grettalde that may he—it is onr duly 1o the
counlry and (o ourselves, plainly, to pursne
the eourse. we have map)ed out until 1’ar-
Hament olherwise determines. 1 am taking
the amounls shown in ihe balance sheets of
the State trading eoncerns for the year endeid
the 30th June last. The .State Steamslup
Service earned a profit of £70.618 7s. Sd.,
and made provisiun for interest £11,561 1s.
Gd., sinking fund £74 17s. 94., and depreecia-
tion £12,494 14s. 94, Thai concern has a
redemption fund in respect of the “Kan-
warco” amounfing te £3,250. The sawmills
for the same year showed a profit of £1.975
f5. Gd., aflter making provision for
interest £15,900 16s. Sd.. and depreciation
£12,241 13s. 7. The quarries made a profit
of £H3 25, 1d,, afler allowing interest £265
1s. 6d., sinkine fund £46 19z, 7d., and depre-
ciation £67 2s. 84, The brickworks show a loss
of £1,328 2. 94, after making provision
for interest £872 12s. and depreciation £384
9s. 3d. Tt is fair for me to tell the Com-
mitiee what a public works officer told me
regarding the hrickworks. He said that the
brickworks, even if thev did not pay, repre-
sented a very good policeman, and that the
probabilities are that the eountry is none
the poorer for the investment in them, by
reason of the difference in the price of
hrieks.

Mr. O’toghlen: Is not the interest bill
heavier on account of the works having heen
closed down?

The COLONTAL TREASURER: I will
allow that. The Implement Works show a
loss of £27501 19s. 11d., after providing
interest £14,754 12s. 3d., sinking fund £39
1s. 1d.. and depreciation £5,887 16s. 4d.

Member: Is the full interest charged on
the eapital onilay of the works, without
anvihing beinz written downt-

The COLONTAL TREASUGRER: There
is nothing written off the eapitalisation, but
the day will ecome when we will have to do



that. The ferries show a profit of £41 12s,
5d., after providing interest £567 16s. and
depreciation £60). 17s. 11d. Meat distri-
bution shows & profit of £249 6s. 2d., after
making provision for interest £46 4s. and
deprecialion £113 6s. 2d. The profit on the
Government’s eattle deal last year was
£24,902 2s, 10d. I may sum up these figures
for the Committee by stating that for last
year the profit on the whole of the State
trading concerns was £99475 3s. 4d,, less
losses £29,030, a difference of £70,000 odd
profit after providing interest £45,748, sink-
ing fund £420 18s. 5d., and depreciation
£33,099 8s. 8d. Having outlined to the
Commitiee the operations for last year, T
will now state what we anticipate getting
in cash from thesc enterprises during the
cutrrent year. From State brickworks we
expect £254, from State ferries £187, from
State hotels £1,342, from State quarries
£640, from the State Steamship Service
£117,850—that is eash, but the capital ac-
ecount will go up £3,396—and from State
sawmills £0,772, which will be represented
by stock on hand, The anticipated loss on
shipment of cattle from the North-West
amounts for this year to £32,504,

Hon. P. Collier: Is that for the season
which has just passed?

The COLONTAL TREASURER:
for the season that is not quite past,

Mr. O’Loghlen: Is that the deal made by
the late Premier?

The COLONTAL TREASURER: Yes.

Mr. Troy: What is the reason for the
loss

The COLONIAT, TREASURER: So far
as one can rather, the reason is simply that
the season for sheep has heen exceptionally
good, and that therefore the eaitle this year
have not realised nearly the prices they
brought in the previous year. Stock owners
have benefited, and the consumer has bene-
fited; but there is no disguising the faet
that the taxpayer has to make up the loss
of £32,000. That is the position. The esti-
mated amount to be transferred from the
trading concerns to Consolidated Revenue
is £04,177. Concerning the steamers, we
have had a statement to-night. The ¢harters
which have been fixed for the 12 months
ending June, 1918, mean earnings of
£266,000. Just to relieve the minds of hon.

Nu;
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members of nny feeling of soreness due to
the ‘‘Kangaroo’s” having to be towed 1,500
miles, [ ;may mention that that is a charge
whieh will have to be borne on general aver-
age by the insurance companies. I shall
now give the Commiitee a rough outline of
the loan expenditure for the year. In view
ol the stringency of the money market, and
in view of the finaneial outlook, it has been
necessary to carefully serutinise the loan
expenditure, and as a result of that scrutiny
it has heen found imperative to stop some
works and to curtail others, 1 want the
Committee to realise that, however willing
the Crovernment may be, we must at the
present juncture cut our coat according to
our cloth, The total expenditure on loan
account for the eurrent financial year will
be £850,000. That is roughly what the ex-
penditure was last year. The Wyndham
meat works represent the largest item of
that expenditure, I think it will be admitted
thar, having started the works, we must
complete them; we ecannot stop half way.
The Commonwealth has yet to provide this
State with £633,000 on account of the year
ended 30th June, 1917. That is in accord-
ance with the arrangement which the Com-
monwealth made.

Mr. Munsie: The Commonwealth made
other arrangements, too, but have not yet
come to light with the cash,

The COLONIAL: TREASURER: When
I interviewed the Commonwealth Treasurer
he told me {hat T could draw on him for a
considerable proportion of that amount if
T was stuck. However, I think I can hus-
hand this State’s financial resources so as
not to he compelled to draw on that amount
materially; and I believe that course will
commend itself to hon. members. I think
they will agree that if T ean possibly get
through the year without trenching on that
amount, I ought, in view of the further out-
look for next year, to do so, The Common-
wealth have already notified us that for

_the next financial year we shal! have (o put

up with one half of what we got this vear.
Further, I cannot disguise from myself, and
I do not think any member of the Commit-
tee ean disguise from himself the fact, over-
shadowing us all the time, that we have to
make provision for a deficit. I think T ean
provide so as not to draw to any consider-
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able extent upon that £633,000 of money to
come from the Commonwealth, I want the
people of this State to realise that we can-
not horrow oursetves into prosperity, that
we eannot tax ourselves into prosperity, and
that we cannot retrench ourselves into
prosperity.

Hon. P. Collier: We are hard up against
it, then.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: Yes.
To show that we cannot borrow ourselves
into prosperity, I need only mention that
during the Iast three years this Btate has
borrowed between five and six million
pounds, and that during the same term the
defieit has increased from £446,000 to
£2060,000. There is the whole argument
in a nutshell; nothing more is needed to
prove that we eannot borrow ourselves into
prosperity. We must, however, still find
money for the development of our primary
and secondary industries. That is an obli-
gation on whoever sits here—I do not
care whether it is myself, or the leader of
the Opposition, who I know does not envy
me my present task, or anybody else. Who-
ever sits here must realise what we have to
do in that direction. For this purpose I in-
tend asking Parliament to pass a measurs
making all fire insurance companies opera-
ting in this State put up a cash deposit—
cash this time, no bricks and mortar, The
amount of the deposit I propose fo fix at
£5,000 per company, on which amount the
" State will pay the companies 434 per cent.
interest. The measure would bring in from
£150,000 to £200,000, and it is the Govern-
ment’s intention to earmark that sum as far
as possible for the development of primary
and secondary industries.

Mr., Troy: That is a forced loan,

The COLONIAL TREASURER: It is
money on which the State will pay 4% per
cent, interest, and therefore it must he a
loan. '

Mr, Troy: We are going to borrow com-
pulsorily.

The COLONTAL TREASURER: The
object is to make sure that I shall have
some funds to help the primary and secon-
dary industries.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It amounts to com-
mandeering money.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: I want
these ferms in order to seeure the country
as far as possible, and in order to assist
these various eo-operative concerns. I would
not confine the assistance to the co-opera-
tive societies only. I think there are indus-
tries which we ean wisely assist other than
butter, bacon, cheese, and jam factories. T
believe they are here; and no matter how
hard up we may be, I want that sum kept,
if possible, for that specific purpose. But
I would like here to strike a note of warn-
ing, and that is that if those co-operative
concerns are to be a success I hope, with
my friend the member for Greenough (Mr.
Maley), that they will receive the assist-
ance of the people themselves. 1 want to
see them as sucecessful as they are in Vie-
toria, where the men themselves are share-
holders, and their being shareholders en-
sures that they will have o keep them going.
That is one of the main things necessary
if we are to make our secondary industries
a success—each individual shareholder must
feel upon himself an obligation to see that
the supply is there to keep it at full level.

Mr. 0’Loghlen: What will happen if the
companies do not pay up?

The COLONIAL TREASURER: The
hon. member need not worry about that;
they will be only too glad. They will not
be able to carry on business unless they do.
In view of all the circumstances I still think
that I have not taken on undunly depressing
view of the outlook. At any rate, I wish to
tell members that the obligation and respon-
sibility for the finances rests on them as well
as on the Government or the Treasurer. I
may say that most of the suggestions for
taxation which T have received have been
suggestions for the taxing of other people,
and the first man who comes to me with a
suggestion which will mean the taxing of
himself, T shall believe to be in earnest. I
want members to realise that it is useless
for them to come into this House and ask
questions for the sake of keeping themselves
sweet with their constitnents when they
know that the Government cannot grant the
request. Responsibility for the finanetal
position is as much on the shoulders of
members as on those of anvhody else.

Mr. Troy: Where is that policy going
to lead to?



v4 [ASSEMBLY.]

The COLONIAL TREASURER: 8o far
us I am concerned, I am going to throw as
much responsibility as I ¢an on to members,
becanse I feel that members are responsible.
Let ws show the same courage in tackling
our disadvantages that the nation is showing
to-day in taekling hers; let there be some
reflection of that spirit, and I venture fo
say that tlus State will then be the betier
for it when we get back to normal times.
Members on the Qpposition side, and also
some on the Government side, have been
good enongh to say, “Do all you can, and
we will help.” That is the proper spirit.
T have fell it to be my duty to-night
to take the House into our confidence to the
fullest possible extent. I honestly regret
that I am not now making a Budget speech.

Mr., OLoghlen: Yon are going pretty
close to it.

The COLONTAL TREASURER: If T
had been, T should have felt that I had got
a great load of trouble off my shoulders. I
have given the Commitiee the concrete posi-
tion so far as it has been possible for me
to do, and I trust I have given members evi-
dence of our determination to do what
Parliament wants the Government to do.
I have every confidence in asking the Com-
mittee to grant me this supply.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [9.5]: The
Treasurer disclaims having delivered a Bud-
get speech, and whilst the figures he has
eiven are fairly exhaunstive, it is not my in-
tention at this stage fo indulge in anything
in the nature of a criticism of the financial
position of the State as disclosed by the
figures given by the Treasurer. It is unfor-
tunate that matters of this deseription are
being discussed under existing eireum-
stances. When the Treasurer came before
us on the last oceasion, I think in July, he
asked for supply for five months up to the
end of November. On that occasion the
Treasurer stated he was asking the Com-
mittee to give him a blank cheque. It is un-
fortunate, but I suppose in the ecircum-
stances unavoidable, that the Treasurer is
asking for another blank cheque now to
carry him on to the end of January. The
position will therefore be that seven months
of the financial year will have expired be-
fore this House has an opportunity for fully
diseussing the {inancial condition of the

State and the CGovernment’s proposals for
meeting it. 1 referred earlier in the even-
ing to the eircumstances which necessitated
this eourse, but as those circumstances are
unavoeidable there would be no use my re«
ferring to that again. I do not remember
sinee 1 have been in this House any year
in which seven months’ supply has been
granted to any Government prior to the
House having an opportunity of dealing
with the Government’s financial proposals
as emhodied in the Estimates. As T have al-
reacdly said, there has never been an occasion
in the history of the State when there was
greiter need for the fullest possible oppor-
tanity of diseussing these mafters than ex-
ists at present. The Commitiee, however,
have to take the Government on trust at
Jeast untit the Budget has been brought .
down. The Treasurer has siated that the
responsibility is not his alone, or even the
GGovernment’s, but that the responsibility
rests on the whole of the Committee and
that it belongs also to the Opposition. That
may he true to a cerfain extent, but T must
disclaim any responsibility for the finaneial
position to-day as disclosed by the Treas-
urer. The Opposition cannot shoulder any
responsibilily for the reason that they have
not been in possession of the Treasury
hench and have not controlled the poliey of
the Government, financial or otherwise; they
have had no part in the administration of
the State’s affairs. The Treasurer has un-
folded a doleful tale, if T may use such a

word, T think it would be wise on the part
of the Treasurer in placing the facts before
the Committee and the country not to in-
dulge in too pessimistie a strain. There is
certainly necessity for the truth to be told
in order that the public may realise their
obligations. At the same time, there is the
possibility, if too pessimistic a tale be told,
of it reacting In the very opposite direction
to that which the Treasury desires. Pessi-
mism will tend to restriet the general activi-
ties and industries of the State, and that in
turn would be reflected in the finanecial re-
turns to the State. Whilst the Treasurer
should place these facts fully hefore the
Committee, I think he ought not to be un-
duly pessimistie. It is interesting to recall
the altitude taken by members opposite two
years ago. I recollect well that when the
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Labour party occnpied the Treasury bench
there was then no question of the Opposi-
tion accepting the responsibility for the posi-
tion of the finances or the-administration of
the Labour Government. I recall, as a matter
of fact, that members opposite when sitting
on this beneh rose in their place and be-
wailed what they described as lhe insolvent
position of the State due to the incapacity
and mal-administration of the Government
of the day.

Mr. Pickering interjected.

Hon. P. COLLIER: 1 have na doubt the
hon. member was of the opinion of those
members (o whom I have referred. T am
pleased he now has a seat in the House, be-
canse the Committee will have the benefit of
his advice and assistance. As I said, T reeall
that the then financial position was said to
he due—to use a hackneyed phrase—to want
of business training and to incapaeity on
the part of the Government. The Treasurer
to-day has in the Government’s following a
larger proportion of men with business
fraining if onc may judge by their election
speeches, than ever occupied seats in this
House.

Mr. Teesdale: You never saw my speeches,
therefore vou do not know what T said,

ITon. P, COLLIER: If the hon. member
will provide me with a copy I shall he
pleased to read it, but if the hon. member’s
speeches differ in any way from the
speeches of members T have read, I shall be
surprised indeed. The fact remains that we
have a large number of husiness men in the
House, and I hope they will give the Gov-
ernment and the Treasurer the benefit of
their advice and assistance. As my friend
Mr. Hughes has said on so many oceasions,
now 15 the time to act, and those hon. mem-
bers are in a position to give the Treasurer
valuable assistance. The outstanding faect is
that whilst the Labour Government was
condemned on all hands for the finan-
cial position to which they brought the
State, that position bas gone from bad te
worse since the present Ministers have oe-
cupied the Treasury bench.

The Minister for Works:
Government are not responsible.

Hon. P. COLLIER: As I said on a pre-
vious oceasion, I should he pleased if the

The present

Minister would fix the date from whieh he
is prepared fo accept responsibility for the
financial position of the State. Whilst the
Treasurer is dealing with the present, 1
would remind him of the fact that the
majority of his colleagues have been in office
for the past 16 or 17 months, so that whilst
he might not feel inclined to shounlder the
responsibilities of the position dating back
prior to his acceptance of office, that does
not upply to his colleagues now sitting on
his left. Surely this 16 or 17 months is a
suflicieni[y reasonable time in which to show
results. We have results certainly, but in
a direetion opposite to thuse promised. The
deficit has been mouwnting up, and last year
in round numbers it totalled approximately
£700,000. Now the Treasurer hopes to end
this financial year with a deficit of £564,900,
and that only after having imposed addi-
tional taxation to the extent of £100,000 and
with the suspemnsion of the sinking fund.
The Treasurer did not dwell upon the sus-
pension of that sinking fund, and, as a
malter of faet, T did not cateh the figures.

The Colonial Treasurer: From January,
£186,000. The " inferest falls due in this
period of the year.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is an advan-
tage for the Treasurer. In effect had not
the Treasurer suspended payment of fhe
sinking fund, he would have been £36,000
to the bad, and the position would have been
no hetter than it was in the last finanecial
year; as a matter of faet, it, would have
heen worse. We have the position, therefore,
that in the first year of the present Govern-
ment’s admmisiration they went to the bad
to the extent of £700,000, and if the sus-
pension of the sinking fund be not taken
into consideration, the second year would
end even worse.

The Colonial Treasarer: You know you
did so much borrowing that I have to pay
£130,000 additional interest.

Hon. P. COLLIER: T will give in the
increased payments in interest on acecount
of the borrowing of the Labour Government,
and even then they will nof aceount for the
difference in the deficit the hon. member will
have and the largest deficit the Lahour Gov-
ernment had. If T give all that in—the
inereased amount payable by way of inter-
esi—even then the Government will come
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out badly by comparison with the adminis-
tration on the part of Labour Governments.

Mr. Nairn: They must be pretty bad,
then.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The hon. mem-
ber has lapsed into silence now fhat
the State is drifting on to the rocks,

but he used to be a very active eritic
when we were in office, although the
position was not then as bad as it is
now. There is searcely a matter te which
one could not refer that members sitting on
the Government side of the House did not
roundly condemn the Labour Government
for, that they are now either adopiing them-
selves, or which they are now themselves
supporting. I remember that when the ques-
tion of the suspension of the sinking fund
was suggested by Mr. Secaddan, so seriously
did members who were then sifting on this
side of the House regard the malter that
the present Minister for Works made it the
subjeet of a special motion. The hon., mem-
ber eould not contain himself on tbis bench.

Mr. Troy: And he cannot econfain himself
now,

Hon. P. COLLIER: The hon. member
could not contain himself when the sngges-
tion was made that there should be an in-
terference with the sinking fund.

The Mimister for Works: It was a dif-
ferent thing; Mr. Scaddan wanted to collar
it.

Hon. P, COLLIER: Mr. Scaddan’s pro-
posals were not so open to criticism as the
proposals of the Government at the present
time.

The Minister for Works: We do not pro-
pose to interfere with the invested funds;
he proposed to collar them.

Hon. P. COLLTER: If the hon. member
questions my statements too much, T shall
be foreced to read his speech to the
Committee, However, as I do not
wish to be unfair to the new mem-
bers, I shall not inflict it on them.
The hon. member could not contain himself
when &ny suggestion as to interference with
the sinking fund was made. He dilated upon
the effect it would have on investory in the
old country, the difficulty which would fol-
low in regard to the flotation of new loans,
and every other phase. His then leader,
Mr. Frank Wilson, agreed with him and to-

day those who were condemnatory on that
oecasion are forced to turn round and adopt
the propesal whieh they then opposed. I
am not disagreeing with the action of the
Treasurer; I see no other course to follow.
The position of the State is such that I be-
lieve the suspension of the sinking fund is
in all the circumstances warranted at the
present time, and I only mention the matter
in order to call attention to the attitnde
adopted by hon. members then and their
attitude to-day. With regard to the ques-
tion of economy, the Treasurer in submitting
his Budget last year stated that there were
duplications of departments right through
the service. T do not know whether the
Treasurer still holds that opinion or not,
and I do not expect that he has been able
to aceomplish a great deal during the time
he has been in office. So far, however, we
have no indication of any amalgamations
having taken place. The Treasurer said that
he expects to effect a saving by these econ-
omies fo the extent of £150,000.

The Colonial Treasurer: One hundred
and thirty-five thousand pounds. You will

see when the Estimates come up.

Hon. P, COLLIER: The word “retrench-
ment” would be more applieable with regard
to these savings. After all, retrenchment is
not economy. I believe that a considerable
amount of this saving or economy will be
really by way of retrenchment in the publie
serviece,

The Colonial Treasurer: T do not think
50, 7
Hon. P. COLLIER: Already there is a
poliey of retrenchment abroad, particularly
in the Railway Department, and I do not
know how it applies to other departments.
T have ne doubt thai that policy will be
pursued throughout the various depart-
ments. When making his policy speech the
Premier announced that there would be no
retrenchment, but shortly after the elections
were over the pruning knife was applied in
various direetions. Tt will be for hon. mem-
bers who represent country constituents to
say wheiher that pruning knife has been
wisely applied. Certainly there is a poliev
of retrenchment but it is impossible to dis-
enss the matter in the eireumstances in
which we find ourselves this evening. The
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Treasuver has departed, perhaps wisely,
from the usual practice that has obtained in
the past in usking the House to grant him
Supply. Previously, Treasurers have
merely named the sum they required and
given very little information, but to-night
the Treasurer has delivered what might be
deseribed as a Budgei speech, and it is im-
possible Lo discuss it without the opportunity
of digesting the facts and figures he has
supplied. T would, however, like to refer
to one matter, namely, the trading concerns.
All that T have said regarding the criticism
in_connection with the previous proposal
to suspend the payment of the sinking
fund, and algso in regard to other matters,
applies with equal force to the trading con-
cerns. There again the present Minister for
Works comes in. I can remember the nights
and the nights which ran into weeks, and the
weeks which ran into months, and the
months into years during the time we were
in office, when hon. members eriticised our
policy in connection with the trading con-
cerns. It was the one subjeet which tended
more to reduce our majority at the 1914
elections and ulfimately defeated the Gov-
ernment. But what a silence has since come
over the scene! Where, in the ranks of the
Government supporters do we find a eritic
of the trading concerns, except it be our
" friends the Chamber of Commerce who get
into holts now and again with the Min-
ister for Works. From nowhere else
is there a voice raised against the
trading concerns. It has been cuite the
other way. The hon. member for Gascoyne
(Mr. Angelo), who moved the Address-in-
reply yesterday, is not only satisfied with
the State trading concerns introduced by the
Labour Government, but he has made a de-
mand for more, and he has declared that
unless the Government purchase two addi-
tional steamers to trade on the North-West
coast, they will find him a pretty ecandid
eritic. So we have to-day in regard to these
concerns which were plunging the State into
ruin, so our friends opposite said, and
which were responsible for the deficit and
the whole position of the State as we have

found it in recent years, the Treasurer sup- .

plying us with figures to show that had it
not been for these same trading coneernms,
he would have had to announce to this Com-

wittee a larger deficit at the end of the
financial year than be has announced this
evening. The State steamships were t{he
hugbear of hon., members, and we now have
the pleasing anncuncement that the esti-
mated profit for the year from this serviece
alone is £120,000. If the Parliament of the
day had not cut out the item that we made
provision for on our Estimates for the pur-
chase of an additional steamer, the Trea-
surer would to-day bhave been in an even
happier position.

The Colonial Treasurer: 1 would not be
lhere; there would be so many people want-
ing hy position.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Right throughout,
cven though some of the concerns lhave
shown small losses, bunching all together,
the profit amounts to something like
£70,000 after making provision for all
charges. I am sorry the House will not have
an opporlunity of dealing with the taxation
proposals of the Government before Janu-
ary next. So far as these are concerned
they appear to be still i a nebulus stage;
they are in the c¢louds somewhere, or in the
pigeon holes of one of the departments. We
do not know what form of taxation the
Government  propose. The Governor’s
Speech states that it is proposed to ask the
House to agree to certain additional taxa-
tion. Nothing could be more vague than
that. “Certain additional taxation.” And
we shall have to wait until those measures
are placed before members before we have
an opportunity of commenting wpon them,
except that we may take it for granted that
the Government intend to pursue their
policy of increasing railway rates, as an-
nounced by the Premier in his Policy
Speech. For the moment I have forgotten
what provision the Treasurer has made in
his estimales of increase in railway freights.

The Colonial Treasurer: Exactly £54,000.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Well that will be a
subject for pretty lively discmssion, no
doubt. The Treasurer, I suppose, will have
made the increases before the House has an
opportunity of discussing them, since he
proposes to start from the beginning of
January, However, it will be for members
representing country distriets to say how
far they approve of the policy of the Gov-
ernment in that conneetion. I have no ob-



58 [ASSEMBLY.)

jection to raise to the passing of supplies,
becanse I recogmise that the Government
must have the money necessary to carry on
till the end of January.

Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northam) [9.32]:
1 bave not much to say, but I wish to ex-
plain the position, particularly in regard to
the last few years. The leader of the Oppo-
sition has said that the Labour party did
very mueh better during their term of office
than has been done during the past 16
months. 1 would remind him that his party
were borrowing very large saoms of money
throughout that period.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: To build the rail-
ways which you had persunaded Parliament
to authorise.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Of course, to build
raillways and for expenditure on publie
works. But the expendifure of those vast
sums of money mesnt inereased revenue.
We never had anything like the revenue
they had. If we were spending to-day five
millions on public works the revenue would
be very diftferent.

Hon. P. Collier: Five millions a vear!

Hon. J. MITCHELL: During your five
vears you borrowed somelhing like fifteen
millions.

Hon. P. Collier: That is not five millions
a year.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I did not say five
millions a year. It was the expenditure of
that vast smm which ecreated revenue and
has left us in trouble ever since, owing to
the inereased interest bill, I do nol say that
the money has not done good. If tlie then
Government had brought out 20,000 people
per annum while that money was Dbeing
spent we would not have been in trouble to-
day. But this vast expenditure was not ac-
companied by any vigorous immigration
policy. T do not say that the money was
wasted. The works constructed will be
used and turned to good aceount some day.
Let us come to the Treasurer’s slatement,
in which it is shown tbat the State ships are
malking a profit. Those vessels of ours are
doing well because of the war. But for the
war they would not be making money.
Freights on wheat between Fremantle and
London are now something like 240s,,
whereas before the war they were in the

vegion of 20s. Freights to-day are ten
times as high as they were before the war.
It is easy to understand that the Nor’-West
members are anxious that the Government
should have sufficient boats on that coast
to run the trallic. We cannot expect pri-
vate ship-owners to run against State-owned
ships. 1 doubt if these trading concerns
have helped ihe workers of the State. 1
am uot going to endorse them merely be-
cause the ships are helping us under extra-
ordinary econditions, without which they
would be showing a less. I do not say that
the State Implement Works cannot turn out
good implements, or that they may not mn
time produce a profit, but [ say that the
general prosperity of the eountry has not
been helped in the slightest by these trading
concerns, and I doubt if it ever will be, I
wish to make clear this position: Once
during the last 12 years, only onee since
the first year of Responsible Government,
we bhad a ecredit balance, a credit balance of
something like £13,000 in 1011. Last year
the deficit on the year's operations was
£600,000,

Hon. P. Céllier: Nearly £700,000,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Yes, according to

ihe book. But the Treasurer knows that
£93,000 expenditure which ought to have
been charged up in 1915-16 was not so

charged up, expenditure incurred hefore the
Liberal Government took office. It had to be
paid, and the deficit that year was £600,000.
1f the sinking fund, amounting to £390,000
per annum had been suspended, the defirit
would have heen £210,000. Let no one ex-
peet that this State in these fimes ean be
carried on without a deficit. Our legitimate
trading eoncerns, the railways and the har-
bours, are idle. There is no shipping to-
day, and we have to face a deficit. At any
rate a defieit of £210,000 would not have
mattered very much, and that is what it
would have amounted to if the sinking fund
had been suspended. I do not know that it
is a good idea to suspend the sinking fund.
After all, it eomes to the same thing, We
have to borrow to pay the sinking fund, and
so it leaves us in exaetly the same position.
If we do not contribute to the sinking fund
we are not reducing past indebtedness,
whereas if we reduce the past indebtedness
and set it up as a new indebtedness the posi-
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tipn is the same. Our sinking fund is now
£3,000,000, a very considerable amounti.
Sinee 1912 it has increased by over £2,000,
000. If there had been no sinking fund
there would have bheen no deficit to-day.
Qur sinking fund is a very heavy one. In
the old days of the consiruction of the Cool-
gardie water scheme, the sinking tu. .t
fixed at three per cent. In the other Stafes
it is very small indeed. There (liey contri-
hute no more towards the liguidation wf
their debts than we do, although prohahly
their indebtedness is eight or nine times as
great as ours. Our sinking fund is a very
heavy burden, and was increased by 307,
000 lasl year. After all, take the deficit of
last year, £600,000, and the sinking fund set
aside to pay off the borrowings of the past,
£507,000, and there we have really the cash
difference. That is not a bad achieversent
in war time. Just now our legitimate trad-
ing eoncerns, the chief of which is the rail-
ways, must do badly because there are not
sufticient ships to take away our produce.
The sawmills, too, are idle. If we had
shipping the State sawmills would be doing
very much better than they are. However,
in the State sawmills we have something
that speedily lose their value. I just wish
to point out the position. New Zealand is
a great and prosperous country. Her bor-
rowing per head is equal to, if not greater
than ours. Her sinking fund is very small,
is confined indeed to one or two of their
war loans. Our revenue in the first quarter
of the present year was £23,000 more than
in the corresponding period of last year,
and Mr. Wilson’s expenditure in the first
quarter of last year was £20,000 more than
the expenditure of the present Treasnrer
during the first quarter of this year, due T
suppose, to some extent to the paying off of
the defieit. .
Hon. W. C. Angwin: That was funded.
Hon. J. MITCHELL: The deficit then
was £360,000. I would like to peint out that
owing to the value of the production of our
soil and the sales of the produce the general
financial position of the State is not at all
unsatisfaciory. There really is money in
the country, and there will be a good deal
more when the produce already realised
shall have been-sold and paid for. If we
turn to the deposits in the State and Com-

monwealth Banks we find that the Common-
wealth has secured three-fourths of the
total increase. If we turn to the ordinary
banks we find they have gone up consider-
ably since the war, the deposits being
£1,600,000 more as against increased ad-
vanees of £780,000.  That, surely, is no
mean achievement, a million of money more
lo the eredit of depositors than when the
war broke out. Qur produce, too, is all
sold. and fhe wheat farmers have at least
three-cquarters of a million of money to
come from the old season’s wheat.  Qur
wool elip and wheat erop, which has now
come in, have yet to be sold and represent
something like four millions, if not five
millions of money. 1t will be seen, there-
fore, thut the position is not altogether im-
possible. As a matter of faet, we should be
able to get all the money we need for legiti-
mate development in this State withont
very muech lrouble. That is common to
ihe whole of Australia. Australia has been
getting better returns of wool and wheat
and other produce, and the money at the

credit of depositors has increased and
should 2o on inereasing year by year.
Bheep, everyone knows, increase very

rapidly, and we have considerably wore
sheep in this State than there are in South
Australia at present. It is frue, however,
that we are not turning our sheep to the
best account. In South Australia they ex-
rort one and a half million sheep per an-
num, whereas in this State we cannot send
cne away. This is very unfortunate be-
cause, in these times, we could be getting
a high price for our mutton. I hope that,
notwithstanding the present state of the
finances, we shall be able to market a good
deal of our mutton in a short time through
freezing works which must be erected in
Fremantle. In 1911 a vote was passed for
the purpose of erecting such works but
they were never completed, although
abatfoirs were erected. It is sometimes
said that fo export meat when it is so
dear is a wrong poliey, but the people will
want a food commission once a year unless
they produce an exportable surplus, not
only of meat but of other articles mneces-
sary to feed them. We shall never
get cheap meat in the country until we
get into the position of being able to export.
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It is utterly impossible for the people of
this State to consume one-third of the
natural increase in the stoek that is now
within our borders. I mention this becanse
I believe that the only way out of our
trouble is by way of inereased production.
KEvery English speaking counfry in the
world to-day is endeavouring to increase its
production. In New Zealand, notwithstand-
ing the faet that they already have a large
exportable surplus, they are still endeavour-
ing to inerease produciion because they
think it is the only way by whieh the finan-
ces ecarn be kept straight, When the Trea-
surer says that borrowing is diffieult, he
says what is true, but if we are to have em-
ployment we must make that money which
comes from inereased production. I should
have been very sorry indeed not to have
“had the opportunity of plaeing the position,
partienlarly in regard to the past year's
transactions, before the Committee. The
position is a serious one, and economy must
be practised now and always. No Govern-
ment has the right to do other than practice
economy at any time, and it is specially
necessary now. We want economy but want
the right kind. I agree with the leader of
the Opposilion in what he says regarding
the dismissal of civil servants. This ecan-
not be regarded in the light of an economy.
If there are men in the service who are unfit
for their positions of course they shonld go,
but I doubt if it is wise economy to econo-
mise by the destruction, practically, of a
very important branch of the Agrienltural
Department., I ido not understand 'hon.
members from the South-West allowing the
pathologist and the two Commissioners to
go without a,protest. It is patent to every-
one that the thing to do now is to feed
ourselves, and that the South-West has to
produce 11% millions worth of butter, pota-
toes, bacon, and so on, in order that we may
do this. The Treasurer has referred to the
butter factories in that part of the State.
He says with truth that there is an increase
there. T was down in that part of the State
the other day and learned that 8,000lbs. of
butter had been made at the Bunbury fae-
tory for the week, and T saw nearly 100
cases on the train in which I travelled to
Busselton, I think that much of the de-
velopment which has taken place is due to

the efforts of Mr. Connor. Mr. Meody is
also necessary to the frnit industry, and I
believe that the plant diseases should be
looked after by Dr. Stoward.

Hon, P. Collier: It is not the way to ob-
tain inereased production.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I think it is alto-
gether a wrong method to adopt. When
Germauy found, some 16 years age, that ber
armies could not be fed unless she materi-
ally inereased ber production, she turned to
her scientists, with the result that secience
directed the people engaged in agriculture
and, whilst England was doing no better
than in the past and worse in some direc-
tions, Germany multiplied the pumber of
her cattle from 14 million to 28 million, the
number of pigs increased vasily, and alse
the erop of hay, and her produce increased
all along the line. It is because Germany
directed her agrieulturists in this way that
ghe is able to fight on as she is doing to-
day and feeding herself. There is no eoun-
try in the world that is unwilling to devote
some money to the payment of experts
whose business it is to direct the farming
operations within its borders. I think the
present action of the Government is a ghort-
sighted one and that the policy is a wrong
one, We are not yet up the spout and we
can afford to keep these officers, and ought
to keep them. Indeed we cannot afford to
let them go. There is no hope for the conn-
try except through production. I think the
figures I have quoted to-night in connection
with at all events the private finances show
what this means to the State. I have been
condemned almost by every member in this
Chamber during the past 10 years, beeause
some 12 years ago I iosisted that this was
the only poliey for the country to pursme.
To-day we have the results.

Mr, Willcock: You are not alone in
that.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : I never said I was.
I always call the one tune, “Produce, produce,
produce.” It was always the same tune
that I am calling now. Twelve years
ago our position was not at all a good one.
There was much unemployment and we
were suffering from the first effects of
Federation, which was a hard dose to take,
Something had to be done, and this agricul-
tural development was undertaken. To-
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day this development is just as necessary
asit wasthen. 'The only hope that Western
Australia hes lies in the small landholder
who has to be assisted, and if this assistance
is to be successful, there has to be increased
production. It is a magnificent position
to be able to stand in to-night and say
that the value of our wool clip and of our
wheat is something like four million pounds.
There is no other industry in the State which
can say to-day that it will produce anything
of that value which to-day is coming from
our farms; not even the gold mining
industry.

Hon. . Collier : We shall pass the gold
value this year.

Hon.J. MITCHELL: Yes, and the amount
will increase year by year. The Treasurer
has to square the ledger this year, next
year, and will be doing it for the next five
years, but the country must go on notwith-
standing that the ledger does not balance.
Hon. members must hear in mind that last
year we had our heaviest deficit up to that
tire, that our increase in sinking fund was
only £100,000 less than our deficit for the
year. It ought to be remembered, too,
that this is the only State in the Common.
wealth which is materially contributing to
its sinking fund. We ought not to be ex-
pected to do more than any other of the
States because of the developmental work
that has to be undertaken here. It is not
the work of the Government after all that
means so much but the influence of the
Government, and we must see $o it that we
do not tell an unduly doleful tale.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [9-56]: T wish to take the oppor-
tunity of again putting to the Treasurer
the guestion I put to him by interjection.
Included in the Bill now before us is & sum
of £10,000 from the Government property
sales. When the Treasurer was speaking
on this point I interjected, ' Is the money
there 2 because I have been informed
on a very good authority that the system
we have been adopting for many years, in
econnection with the Property Sales Account,
has been & wrong one, that goods, instead
of being sold, had in many instances been
transferred from one department to another,
and there has been no money received
for the goods which are supposed to have
been sold. At the same time these goods

have been put into the Property Sales
Aeccount and debited up, but the money
has not been there at all. The account
has been a wrong one altogether, hence
my interjection. Whilst we have been
vobing for many years £60,000 or £70,000
per annum for the Property Sales Account,
there has reslly been no money at all,

The Colonial Treasurer : There was that
which came back from the waterworks and
from the purchase of ores.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : It is a very small
amount. The member for Northam poeinted
out that the deficit had sprung up owing to
the fact that the Government, of which
I had been & member, had borrowed
so much money. The Treasurer by inter-
jection said that he could not help it if we
borrowed a lot of money heedlessly which
they had to pay for. Hon. members
should know that out of the large number
of miles of railway constructed in the State,
approximately 1,000 miles of it were passed
by the Government preceding the Labour
Government, and that though we borrowed
money with which to build them, they did
not build them. When Parliament pledges
itself to the people that it will build certain
railways, it is the duty of the Government
to carry that pledge into effect. No
Government has the right, when Parliament
says to the people that they are going to
have a railway to develop the holdings
they have taken up, and has approved of
it, o veto the action of Parliament in that
direction. Practically 1,000 miles of rail-
way—which, I believe, the hon. member
had & share in passing—were left as a
legacy for the Labour Government to start
on when they took office ; and every mile
of thosze railways was built. 'The hon.
member also contended that there should
be no State trading concerns. He does not
believe in them. According to him, had
it not been for the war, the State steam-
ship service would not make any profit
whatever. But the hon. member forgets
that the ‘‘ Kangaroo,” which ship has been

_reaping all the profit, was purchased after

the outbreak of war. The opposition to
that purchase came, not from the present
Treasurer, but from other members of the
present Government.

Hon. P. Collier:
took a fi6.

Yes; they nearly
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Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : T exonerate the
present Treasurer from having opposed the
Labour Government in that connection.
The member for Northam wanted to show
that, according to the Treasurer, there was
£93,000 carried over into last year which
the Labour Government ought to have
paid in the previous year. But the hon.
member overlooked the fact that there
-was placed on the Table of the House
the Auditor General’s report for the financial
year ended 30th June, 1916. This reporb
‘shows that outstanding revenue due to
the State at the time the Minister for Works
and his colleagues took control was £400,086
4s. Of that amount £63,150 was due from
five trading concerns alone. In addition
't0 that the last Giovernment had handed
over to them stocks of machinery, timber,
and so on—not plant, but stocks—amount-
ing to £233,000, Would not the present
Treasurer have liked to find a nest epg
such as that awaiting him when he took
office ? The Auoditor Ceneral further states
- that claims outstanding on the 30th June,
1916, on account of Consolidated Revenue,
amounted to £52,311. On account of
Loan funds there was £27,000. Outstanding
revenue, due to the State, amounted to
no less than £400,086. That was the
position when the last Government took
office ; that was the legacy left them by
the Labour Government, but for which
legacy they would have been bankrupt.
T was pleased to hear the Treasurer say that
in running the State he has adopted business
methods. I wish he would try to induce
his colleagues also to adopt business methods.
A few weeks ago tenders were called for
the disposal of the meat shops in the met-
ropolitan ares, and tenders were accepted
for the purchase of one or two of the build-
ings. The Treasurer to-night has pointed
out that the meat distribution business
has shown a profit. If the meat distribu.
tion business had been yours, Mr Chair.
man, would not you have tried to obtain
a3 much money for it as you could ? Would
you not have endeavoured to obtain for
it a price based on the amount of profit
you were recoiving from the business ? I
maintain that in this respect a Minister of
State should place himsell in exactly the
same position ag if he were selling a business
of his own, DBut Mr. Willmott, the Honor-

ary Minister—who I regret is not présent—
when calling tenders by advertisement for
the purchase of the shops on the 17th
November last, said that as the result of
the Government's experience of the meat
shops they had come to the conclusion that
they were no longer justified in carrying
them on at a loss. Was that a fair state-
ment for a Minister of this State to make
when calling tenders for the purchase of
businessess which were in existence, and
whigh, according to the Treasurer, show a
profit 7 Was it fair for the Honorary
Minister to delcare that those meat shops
were being run at a loss ?

The Colonial Treasurer : They have been
running at a loss for some time.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : I watched the
Fremantle shop pretty closely for many
months—perhaps for a much longer period
than the Minister now in charge of them—
and that shop was a very payable proposi-
tion to the State, after all expenses were
paid.

The Minister for Works :
profit go to, then ?

Hon, W. C, ANGWIN : Tt was shown in
the balance sheets, The weekly reports
gsent in showed it. Perhaps the profit has
disappeared, thanks to the business acumen
of the present Government.

The Minister for Works: That is merely
a hald statement.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN : If T were selling
those businesses on behali of the Siate,
I would do the best T could for the State.
I would not tell prospective tenderers that
the business was being condueted at a loss
when it was actually showing a profit.
The facts show clearly, to my mind, that
while the Treasurer desires to adopt business
methods, his fellow Ministers do not intend
to assist him,

The Minister for Works :
right to say that.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I have given
absolute proof of it. The absclute proof
is published in the West Australion of the
17th November last.

The Minister for Works: We are not
responsible for what appesrs in the Wes:
Australian.

Hon. P. Collier : When you pay for what
appesrs there, you should he responsible.

Where did the

You have no
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Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: 1 have had
hetween six and seven years’ experience as
& Minister of the Crown, and I have never
known an instance of the reporter of a
newspaper o whormn I have made a state-
ment printing something different from
what T told him. T believe that the state-
ment appearing in the West Ausiralian
on the 17th November last is a correct
account of what was said to the reporter.
I am indeed pleased to have heard the
Treasurer's statements regarding the trad-
ing concerns. Had it not been for the war,
the brick works would, 1 believe, have been
as good a paying proposition as any trading
eoncern we have.

Mr. Munsie: With the exception, per-
haps, of the State sawmills,

The Colonial Treasurer : But the imple-
ment works will require re-capitalisation.

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIN : I admit that.
I told the House that two years ago. But
the brick works would have been one of
the best paying propositions in the State
had building continued as it was at the
time of their establishment. They were
producing bricks at £1 2s. 6d. per thousand,
or at £1 I0s. 11d. per thousand after all
charges had been added.

The Minister for Works :
per thousand.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : Had those works
been kept going as they would have been
under normal conditions—they were not
started before- the war broke out—they
would have produced from 750,000 to
800,000 bricks per month. The highest
quantity produced in one month was
643,000, and that was produced at the
price I quoted.

The Minister for Works : They have never
heen able to do it since.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : The demand
for bricks has not been such that the works
could be kept going under proper conditions.

The Minister for Works: The trouble
was to keep the men there.

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIN: The Premier
to-day refused to answer me certain gues-
tions which I ¢laim were put in & thoroughly
orderly manner. 1f the Government have
been at any expense in connection with the
industrial crisis at Fremantle, that expense
is included in the amount which we are
voting. No one regrets inore than I deo

No; at 32s.

that the Fremantle crigsis lasted so long.
When 1 stated yesterday that the trouble
was & lock-out, there was laughter, But
I now say without fear of contradiction
that during the last four or five weeks there
has been a lock-out so far as the employees
on the Fremantle wharves are concerned.

The Minister for Works: Rubbish !
Nothing of the kind.

Hon. P. Collier : 1t is the absolute truth.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : While 1 believe
that the men were mistaken in the first in.
stance——

The Minister for Works:
that ?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN : I have admitted
it many times. This is not the first time I
have admitted that there was a mistake
made. The men themselves admitted it.
They offered to go back to work, not on
pre-strike conditions, but on the conditions
of the Arbitration Court’s award. The
Premier and some of his colleagues have
for the last two months been doing their
utmost, shall I say, to bring the employers
and the employees together. Why ? DBe-
cause the employers want to enforce con-
ditions which are not to be found in the
arbitration award, though they say they
are willing to abide by that award. Those
conditions are outside the Arbitration
award. That is why I said to-day it was
& lock-out.

The Minister for Works: What condi-
tions are they working under now ?

Mr. Munsic: Under “ scab ™ conditions,

The Minister for Works : Are they work-
ing under the award ?

Mr. Jones: Na.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: They are not
working under the Arbitration award con.
ditions now. The Premier is aware of the
position because my leader and myself
discussed this question with him. 1 want
to say that this State is suffering to-day
through the action of the employers.

Mr. Munste: Assisted by the Govern-
ment.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : The demand of
the lumpers is merely that they shall not
be asked to work under any conditions
which have not heen first agreed upon. But
the employers have refused absolutely to
discuss matters with the men for the last
month or six weeks.

You admit
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Momber : What about the men at the
front who want to be fed ?

"Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I want to say
that never at any time during the period
of crisis did the lumpers of Fremantle
object to the sending of supplies to the
men at the front.

Mr. Munsie: Or in any other port of the
Commonweslth either.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : Two days after
the lock-out took place they were asked
to work on a transport, and they have
been there since when transports have come
in and they have never been asked to go
to work. I am sorry that the Premier
did not answer my question to-day. I
will say no more on that question. I trust
that the war will soon be over in order
that the present pressure may be relieved.
I have told members of this Assembly
repeatedly that the effects of the war are
responsible for the condition of our finances.
That was stated times out of nurnber in
this House while the Labour Government
was in power. We reslised the position
in regard to the trading concerns and the
public accounts. But at that time it was
atated that all that was required to put
the finances in order was business acumen.
There was no necessity for anything else.
I want to say this in that regard, that I
care not how any Treasurer may try to
square the finances in existing conditions
he will never succeed. Tt has to be realised
that every penny received by way of direct
taxation i3 spent on education, with the
result that no money from that source is
available for other necessary purposes. 1
maintain that if the people of the State
desire free education, and I believe they
do, then they must be prepared to pay
for that taxation and for other necessary
services to be carried on.

The Colonial Treasurer :
realised £140,000.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : Had Parliament
passed our taxation proposals of three
years ago, the State would not have been
in the position it i3 to-day.

Mr. Munsie : Those proposals were passed
by this House three times.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: If we had
adopted two years ago proposals similar
to those contained in the policy speech,

Your proposals

instead of ending with = deficiency, there
would have been a

million and a-half. Parliament would not
accept the position when it was placed
before members then, now they have to
accept it whether they like it or not. For
myself, so long as proposed taxation is
equitable it will have my support because
I realise taxation is necessary to carry on
the affairs of the State; but I shall not
agree to any scheme of taxation which will
hit the poor man and let others go free.

Mr. TROY (Mt. Magnet) [10-23]: I
do not propose to say very much on this
motion. Like the leader of the Opposition,
I think that the Treasurer’s remarks are
too pessimistic and that they will have &
bad effect upon many of the industries
of the State. I am with the Treasurer in
his desire to make some provision for the
establishment of secondary industries and
for assistance to primary industries. I will
support any proposition having for its
object the production of those commodities
which we now import from the other States.
But I do think that the Treasurer and
the Government, if they desire the support
of members of this House, should not
confine their efforts to the encouragement
of the agricultural industry alone, but
should extend it to all the industries of
the State. I have come to the conclusion
that the agricultural industry has many
difficulties yet to overcome, and I agree
that probably but for the war we might
have been in a better position to assist our
industries. The development of one new
goldfield would be of equal value to
the State as 10 years of agricultural
prosperity. The Minister for Mines knows
this, and T believe he realises the necessity
if the Government are to encourage industry,
of encouraging the gold mining industry. I
think, too, that means of helping the de-
velopment of our industries can be found
without resorting to cheese.paring methods.
If the railway charges are to be increased,
I hope it will be along lines that
will ensure that the people who are de-
veloping the country will not be dis-
couraged. The mining industry of Wes.
tern Australia is in the position that it
cannot bear a further increase in railway
freights. And it must be remembered
that if a mine be closed down, the loss is

surplus of &
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not confined to the 2,000 ouncss of gold
produced each month, but there is also
the loss of the money expended in wages
to employees in the mine. The Treasurer
remarked that it was not possible for any
country to borrow itself into prosperity.
I cannot agree entirely with that, be-
canse if it be true, why is it that we
have a CGovernment Agricultural Bank
and an Industries Assistance Board ?
It is all very well for critics to condemn
what has been called the wholesale borrowing
policy of the past. If that policy is to be
condemned, then the whole community
must share the blame, because any Govern-
ment in the past which has preached caution
has bheen condemned as unprogressive.
I do not think the country will recover
its stability without borrowing ; we have
not the capital ourselves to develop this
State. But if the Treasurer can secure
money, that money should not be expended
as has been done so often in the past in
the building of thousands of miles of railway.
Millions of pounds have been expended in
building railways to help the farmers, to
provide water supplies and other facilities
incidental to the development of agriculture.
The industry uniortunately has not re-
sponded as quickly as we thought it would.
This is not the fault of the agriculturist
but it is because we have had bad seasons ;
and just as we began to enjoy reasonahly
good seasons the war broke out.

Hon. P. Collier: It was absolutely essential
for the future prosperity of the State that
that money should he spent.

Mr. TROY: I have never condemned
the member for Northam (Hon. J. Mitchell)
because of his optimism.  As a matter of
fact T have been a victim of his optimism.
My opinion is that the majority of those
engaged in the agricultural industry will
yet pull through. I agree with what has
been said with regard to the retrenchment
of certain officials. I think that Dr.
Stoward was a most useful officer in the
Agricultural Department, and if his duties
had heen restricted to scientific research
and his time had not been taken up by the
examination of botanical specimens, he
might have been able to help the farmers
to cope with the difficulties arising out of
the presence of disease.

3]

The Minister for Works : Do you suppose
that the farmers are going to he leit alone
now ? )

Mr. TROY : I can only speak as I find
the position to day ; [ do not know what
the Government propose to do.

The Minister for Works: The same thing
can be said about every other man who
is retrenched.

Mr. TROY :
Dr. Stoward ;
all,

Mr. Munsie :
the department.

Me. TROY : I know this much, that the
men on the land have to contend with
numercus diseases and pests, and in other
countries, Governments wisely encourage
experts by the payment of high salaries
to try and discover remedies for diseases.
In this State we effect economies by abolish-
ing positions which are necessary.

Mr. Hickmott : How long has he been
here ?

Mr. TROY : 1 do not know.

The Minister for Works : Six years.

Mr. Hickmott : What has he done since
he has been here ?

Mr. TROY: T do not know, 1 would
like to inform members that Dr. Stoward
has never approached me, and I have
never spoken to him and neither has any
person expressed to me any opinion about
him. Other gentlemen have spoken to
me, but I have not mentioned their names
in the debate to-night. T hope that the
Treasurer will not be influenced by the
Chamber of Commerce in his eifort to
straighten she finances of the State. I have
looked through the recommendations by the
Chamber of Commerce and in my opinion
they are utterly barren of any proposal
and there is nothing in them beyond pious
resolutions and hazy expressions of opinion.
I cannot see how the Treasurer can profit
by them. Furthermore I am of the
opinion that the Chamber of Commerce
should be discouraged because I am
convinced that they are a body of men
whe in this country take the place of the
robber harons of the middle ages, who,
establishing their strongholds overlocking
the routes taken by travellers demanded
toll without giving any service.

I am not an advocate for
I do not know the man at

He is the only expert in
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Mr.
them.

Mr. TROY : They take toll of all the
commeodities coming in the country and
all the commodities export. My com-
plaint is that that toll which they take is
too heavy.

The Minister for Works: And they de-
velop .a political conscience when all the
money is spent.

Hon. P. Collier: And many of them are
only agents for absentees.

Mr. TROY: They are & body of men
who, I hope, will not be nllowed to interfere
too much in the government of this country.

Mr. Munsie : Is it not these gentlemen
who want the Food Comrhission abolished ?

Mr. TROY : I am prepared to take a
hopeful view of the existing situation, and
am prepared to leave the responsibility
with the Government. I know that we
must have a very hard time in this country
for many years to come, becanse we are not
going to enter upon a period of prosperity
immediately the war ceases, as in addition
to our present burdens, we shall have the
additional burdens of the war. We must
realise that we shall have to cut our coat
according to our cloth, that is, if we can
afford a coat. But I do hope that in
effecting economies, and in considering the
various positions in this country, the
Government will give a fair dea! all round,
that they will not consider one, but all
interests. As & labour man I can justly
claim that when the Labour Government
were in office, if they gave consideration to
one industry more than to another, it was
to the agricultural industry which was
represented by our opponents. We were
abused for establishing State trading con-
cerns and yet time has justified the estab-
lishment of those concerns. T have always
spoken in this Heuse and supported every
measure for the encouragement of the
agricultural industey. In my own constit-
uency there were complaints that the
Labour Government gave more considera-
tion to the agricultural industry than to
the mining industry, but I am glad to say
that my actions were always endorsed.
The Treasurer will not find me a very harsh
critic beeause I know what his difficulties
are. L hope however, that when the taxo-
tion measures are brought forward, those

Green: You are too generous to

persons will be taxed who can best afiord
t¢ hear the tax, those who are reaping
from the State the greatest advantage,
and that the burden of taxation will
fall lightly on those developing the State
and bearing the heat and burden of the
day.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [10-40]: Tt
had not been my intention to address the
Committee to-night, mor do 1 intend to
speak at any great length, more especially
since I listened to the remarks of the leader
of the Opposition. 1If a gentleman of his
experience in the House finds some difficulty
in dealing off-hand with a question of the
nature of that submitted by the Treasurer,
hon. members generally might well find
excuse for a politician of so short an ex-
perience as mine, The reason why I rose
to-night is that I might answer some of the
remarks that fell froon the member for
Northam (Hon. J. Mitchell), who cast a
stigma on the South-Western members in
regard to their attitude towards the re-
trenchment of the commissioners of the
Agricultural Departinent, T regret that
the Minister in control of the Agricultural
Department is not here to explain the posi-
tion of the department. As a member
coming from the South-West, 1 realise the
importance that belongs to the proper
answering of various questions that come
before the department, and 1 feel that
when that department dispenses with the
services of officers eapable of giving advice
and assistance to the farming community
generally, it may be that those officers have

- in some way neglected to fulfil expectations,

and not that it is intended to abolish the
offices. I sincerely hope the retrenchment
does not mean the closing of those offices,
but merely the removal of the officers to
make room for others more capable. I
am not here to criticise those officers, but
I hope the Minister, in considering the
retrenchment forecasted, will not decide
positively on the abolition of the offices.
Several hon. members to-night have cast
reflections on members of the Country
party. ¥Let me explain that there is no
primary industry which does not appeal
to the hearts of all members of the Country
party. 1 can assure the member for Mt.
Magnet (Mr, Troy) that he may, with con-
fidence, rely on getting the utmost support
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from members of the Country party in any
advocacy of the interests of kindred in-
dustries, whether mining or timber. We
congider those primary industries as much
our care as those which Inll more specifically
within owr jurisdiction. It has been sug-
gested that certain reduction of services
and increase of freight should be made in
connection with our railways. To my
mind it is & very shortsighted policy on the
part of ‘the Government or of the Minister
in control of the railways. My experience
in other parts of the world teaches me
that @ railway department should attract
as much traffic as possible to its lines, In
other countries railways have their own
special ports, which they advertise as sea-
side resorts and do all that they can to
attract traffic thereto. But what do we
find in connection with our own railways ?
At Busselton we have opposition to the
railway in the shape of & steamer service.
Instead of bringing down the railway rates
t0 a point where they would compete with
the steamer charges, the CGovernment have
increased the railway rates by nearly 100
per cent., with the result that much of the
railway traffic has been diverted to the
steamers. Again, the Government have
gone to great expense in endeavouring to
establish the butter and bacon industries.
Just here I would like to quote & few
figures, In 1915 the butter produced in
this State aggregated 716,4081bs. In 1814
it reached 1,072,000lbs. or an increase of
3565,592lba., being approximately 50 per
cent. The bacon produced in 1915 reached
the aggregate of 202,824ibs. and in 1916 it
was 425,7491bs., or an increase of 222,925]bs,
approximately 120 per cent. And this in
12 months! It should be the business
of the Railway Department to encourage
an industry which shows such wmarked
improvement ; yet, on the contrary, we
find the Minister suggesting a reduction
in the railway service and an increase in
freight. This is not the way in which to
develop an industry of such importance
to the State. We have had the ecry,
“ Produce ! produce ! produce t on every
hand, and when we make an honest effort
to bring about the development of an
industry, it is suggested that the Railway
Department should adopt a policy inimical
to the best interests of that industry. T

hope the Minister will carefully consider this
before inflicting such a load upon so im-
portant an industry.  Another matter is the
question of co-operation. Finding that the
farming industry has reached a position
where it cannot expect to get from the
Government that assistance which it has
received in the past, we have taken upon
ourselves the initiation of a co-operative
movement, for which we hope to receive the
heartfelt sympathy and support of the House,
particularly when we come to handle wheat.

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [10.48]: I
do not intend to speak at any length upon
the position set forth by the Treasurer, but
he dealt with one or iwo matters which
should not be lightly passed over, even at
this juneture. Tor the moment I will confine
myself to the statement he made regarding
the deposit he intends to exaet from the in-
surance companies operating in this State.
It is amazing that Governments of the past
should have neglected the hig profits-earning
avenue exploited by life and fire insurance
companies. [ do not think the position has
heen paralleled in any other part of the
world. Every country ever at war has found
il necessary to unationalise certain industries
so as to meet the cost incidental to war, If
the Treasurer is sincere in his desire to get
revenune, whether to encourage primary or
secondary industries, there is no better op-
portunity offering than the nationalisation
of the life and fire insurance business. It is
a diabolical shame that these people should
have been allowed to carry on in the manner
that they have year in and year out. On the
goldfields they have been allowed to charge
most exorbitant rates, and this has been ob-
talning ever since fire insurance has been
in vogue in Western Australia. It is time
that members oppeosite who profess to have
business acumen, business knowledge, and
husiness ability, were seized with the neces-
sity of nationalising for Western Australia
this very important profil-earning industry.

Hon. P. Collier: In Queensland in one
vear they showed a huge profit in national
insurance.

Mr. LAMBERT: T desire to draw atten-
tion to the statements issued on this subject
by the Queensland Government. If it does
not constitute ar eye-opener to the public
here and show the necessity for nationalis-
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ing an industry which is contributed to by
almost every citizen in the State, and which
should be collectively owned by the citizens
of the State, then T do not know what will.
It fire and life insurance are not subjects
for nationalisation there is not an industry
under the sun that is suitable for national-
isation, I am surprised at the Treasurer sug-
gesting that by way of recompense the 30
companies in  Western Anstralia should
lodge a hond of £5,000 in cash per annum.

The Colonial Treasurer: There are 41
comy anies.

Mr. LAMBERT: The Treasurer said he
expected to get £150,000.

The (olonial Treasurer: There are 41 of
them, and I said the amount would be from
£150,000 to £200,000.

Mr. LAMBERT: I understood he said
£150,000, and I assumed from that there
would be 30 insurance companies operating
in Western Australia. In the small Republies
of South America, which are established on
a hetter and sounder business basis than any
of the States of the Commonwealth, and
where they have many small wars to con-
tend with, they lave found it necessary,
owing to the peculiar eonditions appertain-
inz, to nationalise certain industries. The
sooner this Government, whether National or
Lahour, realise the necessity for following
sutt in this direefion the betfer for the
State. T ihe State is to preserve its sol-
veney there is nothing else for it but pursne
this course, and to nationalise some of the
big profit-earning avenues, which are to-day
in many instances unfairly expleited by the
men engaced in them.

Mr. Hickmoti: Whal are they?

Mr. LAMBERT: Insurance is one. The
losses made by the implement works are
rather startling, and unless some remedy
can be found for this and some better show-
ing can be made these State works ought to
he closed down. There iz one direection in
whieh they ean be made to assist the farmers
of the State. Western Aunstralia will never
be any good as a wheat-producing country
nnless we utilise superphosphate freely. To
allow ontside companies to go on indefinitely
exploiting our farmers and charging them
what they like for their superphosphate is a
standing disgrace to any Government, who
profess to helieve ihat the farmers are the

backbone of the couniry and of its indus-
tries. There is over £1 per ton being made
to-day net profit by the superphosphate
companies operating here. By a certain
agreement with the Pacific Islands PPhos-
phate Company Australia is in their grip,
for the reason that this company would not
to-morrow wmorning supply the Western
Australian Government or any other Gov-
ernment who desired lo embark wpon this
industry, Western  Australia, however,
backed up by its credit, could relieve and
assist the farmers of the econntry if the Gov-
ernment were sincere. That is one instance
in which the Giovermment could be sincere to
the tune of £50,000 to £75,000 in supplying
fertilisers to this State at a minimum of
cost. As long as the agricultural industry
exists in Western Australin it is vitally
necessary to supply the farmers with super-
phosphates. Tt is not necessary to exploit the
revenue of the railways on account of mere
palitical bribery to a party for temporary
support. It is absolutely necessary to tackle
these industries as they are to-day, and re-
alise that evervthing whieh the farmer re-
quires must be given to him at the minimum
cost. Until that is realised and until there
is some singere desire to give that support
to the farmers which they have a right to
expect, they will continwe to labour under
the adverse conditions whieh have been their
lot in the past. The same thing applies to
our mining industry, which T shall have an
opportunity of diseussing later on. 1 hope
that the Treasurer, instead of asking for a
miserable £5,000 from these insurance com-
panies, which have grown fat out of high
rates and bigh premiums im this country,
will give them as T wounld do three months’
notice to get out of business, and nationalise
the profits for the zood of the State.

Mr, Teesdale: You would not do this if
vou held any stocks in them.

My, LAMBERT: 1f the hon. member is
here long enough he will realise that if (his
State is to arrive at any condition of sol-
vency aull avenues of profit must be nation-
alised, not for the people who own stocks
or anything else, but for the good of the
State. Has nol this National Government
told us that we are living under most ad-
verse conditions? Unfortunately that is true
and some of our flesh and blood have sacri-
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ficed their lives for the conditions imposed
upon them to-day. Whilst these conditions
exist and we are calling on the manhoeod of
the country to sacrifice their lives, surely we
can call upon some of these stock-holders,
whom my hon. friend appears to hold so
saered, to saerifice a little also, Until the Gov-
ernmenl are bold enough, have the audacity
and the desire, to see that the country’s sol-
veney shall be preserved by the preservation
to the State of iis very finest assets of pro-
duction and prosperity, will the country re-
main in the insolvent condition in which it
finds itself to-day.

My, JONES (Fremantle) [11.1]: Wiih
all the due bumility of a new member, I
- intend to address myself hriefly to the
Treasurer’s statement. With other mem-
bers on this side of the House, I wish to
express my sympathy with the Treasarer
on the ground that that hon. gentleman,
while holding extremely Liberal views, is
severely hampered in giving effect to those
views by reason of the reactionary opiuions
held by many of the members sitting along-
side and behind him. A good deal has been
said to-night on the cost of construelion of
railways. The subjeet is one on which 1
realise the Treasurer is possessed of con-
siderable first-band knowledge. Not only
does the hon. gentleman appreciate the cost
of the construelion of railways, but he
appreeiates also who are the prineipal bene-
ficiaries from the construction. That being
so, [ feel sure that he, like hon. members
on this side, who are actuated by a true
national feeling, will hold that the cost of
the railways, which according to his state-
ment 1s responsible for so much of the de-
fieit, should be horne hy those who chiefly
henefit from them. Tn this eonnection a
good deal of pleasure has heen expressed
hyv varions members at the reply given to-day
hv the Premier to a question asked by the
memhber for Kalgoorlie (Mr. Green), a reply
to the effect that the Government are con-
sidering the introduction of taxation on the
unimproved value of land. Hon. members
senarally, and in particalar members repre-
senfing conntry districts, will feel that at
last Western Australia is likely to eome into
ils own if the Government are seriously
considering means of retainine to the com-
munity, by taxation of unimproved land

values, the values which are created by the
community. Much has also been said re-
garding the State enterprises which were
initiated and earried on with great éelat by
the Labour Government. There is one State
enterprise, however, which has mnot heen
mentioned to-night, and as f¢ which, I ean
assure hon, members, many jeople in this

country are anxiously saiting (o be n-
formed. [ refer to the State catering de-

partment on the Fremanile wharf. Never,
so far as [ know, in the industrial history of
the world, has the Administration of a eoun-
try shouted, stood by, and dry-nursed men
for whom industrialists Fave a cerlain term,
but to whom, T helieve, hon. memhers oppo-
site refer as loyalists, in the manner adopted
by the present Government during the recent
industrial frouble at Fremantle. It is a
regrettable fact that the Premier has not
seen (it to answer the queslions of the mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle (Hon. W, C.
Angwin) relative to the cost of providing
meals and beds for the loyalists on the Fre-
mantle wharf. I consider that if the Gov-
ernment are in a finaneial position o eater
for the hodily needs, and for aught T know
also for the spiritnal needs, of men who
happen to be working on the wharf, the
Government should also be able to provide
meals and beds for workers receiving lower
rales of wages elsewhere. Indeed, the Gov-
ernment should extend these privileges to
workers throughout the lengilr and breadth
of Western Australin. At the present time
T could take members of the Ministry into
hondreds of homes in Fremantle where
bread is the staple diet. into homes where
women are expecting to face the great trial
of woman’s life, the trial of maternity, and
where hread and jam is the only nourish-
meni they have on which to prepare for
their time of trial. It is up to the Govern-
ment to stale to this Committee and to the
country what amount of public money has
heen expended in providing meals and beds
for able-bodied men, many of whom are fit
to be in khaki and serving their country in
a more loval and more effective manner than
¢an be achieved on Fremantle wharf. Let
the Government give the Committee a state-
ment of the cost of feeding these loyalists,
and at the same time let them furnish an
estimate of the eost of making similar pro-
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vision for other workers who are in greater
neefl. That is a point to whieh I hope the
Giovernment will give consideration. 1 ean
assure them that the eountry wishes to know,
very seriously, what is the true posilion as
regards the feeding of those men on the Ire-
mantle wharf. Unfortunately, this is the
only opportunity we have of seeking that
knowjedge. The difficulties which present
themselves for white men endeavouring to
get on the Fremantle wharf are of a very
severe character, Barriers have been
erceled to prevent sheep from coming down
on the wharf and eating the men af present
working there. As a consequence, there is
extreme difficulty in ohtaining any informa-
tion. Thus it is only when we assemble in
this Chamber that we have an opporunity of
finding out how much the Government are
expending in this latest State enterprise.
I trust that the Treasursr in his reply will
afford the Committee some ides of what is is
costing the taxpayers of Western Australia
te provide feod and beds and Heaven knows
what else for the able-hodied men who are
“oyalising” on the Fremantle wharf.

Question put and passed; resolution re-
ported, and the report adopted.

Supply Bill introduced, etcetera.
Resolution in Committee of Ways and
Means having heen passzed, a Sapply Bill
was brought in providing for the exyendi-
ture of £310,000.
Bill passed through its remaining stages
and transmitted to the Tegzislative Council.

BILL—WHEAT MARKETING.

Introduced by the Premier and read a
first time.

BILI—SALE OF LIQUOR REGULA-
TION CONTINUATION.
All Stages.
Tuiraduced by the Attorney General and
read a first time.

Second Reoding.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. R.
T. Robinson—Canning} [11.15] in moving

the sceond reading saul: The main section
of this Bill deals with what is known as the
9 to Y closing, its main provision heing con-
tinued in clauge 5 wherein section 97 of the
Licensing Act of 1911 is amended by strik-
ing out the word “six” and inseriing the
word “nine,” and also by striking out the
word “eleven” and inserting the word
“nine.” Ii is necessary that this Bill be re-
enacled, otherwise we shall go baek to the
position under the Licensing Act, 1911, in
which lotels were entifled to remain open
until 11 o'clock in the ordinary way. I beg
therefore to move—
That the Bill be now read a second time.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

I'n Committee, eicetera.

Bill passed throngh Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Tegislative Conneil.

RILL—POSTPONEMENT OF DEBTS
CONTINUATION.

All Stages,

Introduced by the Atforney General and
read a first time.

Second Reading.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. R.
T. Robinson—Canning) [11.20] in woving
the second reading said: This is a measure
for the econtinuance of the Postponement
of Debts Act. The Act can only be put
into operalion by proclamation on the ad-
vice of a Royal Commission, and the Aect
has only so far been hrought into operation
as regards the debts of setflers in respect
of assistance under the Indusiries Assist-
ance Act. Under Seetion 21 of the Indus-
tries Assistance Act the surplus proceeds of
assigned erops are applicable by the Col-
onial Treasurer to the liguidation of the
dehts of the assisted settlers. and the ob-
Ject of the proelamation is tn prevent any
creditor by legal process attaching the sur-
plus and thereby gaining a preference over
the creditors as a whole, As T have said
the onlv time the Act has been used has
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been o conncetion with the Industries As-
sistance Act. T admit it is a war time Aci,
and it is cssential that it should be on our
statute book. It has been in forece in West-
ern Australia for some time. 1 move—
that the Rill be now read a second
time.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN (Forrest) [11.23]: I
desire to elicit a little information in regard
to the operation of this moratorium as it
affects the settlers. 1 would like the Minis-
ter io give the House some idea of the
amonnt claimed by various ereditors from
assisted settlers, and which has not been
wet, 1 have in my mind fully a dozen in-
stances where farmers employed men with-
out getting the approval of the Industries
Assistance Board, and consequently when
it eame to a elaim for wages, when they
received a verdict in the court, this Act pre-
vented them getting what they were en-
titled to. I put half a dozen cases before
the Board, and in some instances compro-
mises were effected. There has been a great
deal of unfair dealing with some settlers
who were unserupulous enough to employ
men  without getting the approval of the
Industries Assistance Board for such em-
ployment.

My, Thomson: Not necessarily unserupu-
lons,

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: 1t is not s fair thing
that the employee should suffer through
lack of knowledge.

Mr. Thomson: T ohject io the word un-
serupulous.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The hon. member will
agree with me that a wages claim should
be the first elaim. The postition is entirely
due to the lack of knowledge displayed by
employees that approval has to he secured
hefore a farmer can obtain the services of
a man. In eases where there is no surplus
to distribute this Aect operaies harshly.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
R. T. Robinson—Canning—in reply)
[11.25]: The TIndusiries Assistance Board
has discretion in eonnection with these pay-
ments. T have not the firures, but T shall
be very glad to supply the information to
the hon. member if he asks a quesiion or
1 ean furnish him with it. The object in
earrying out the Tndastries Assistance Act
is to assist those farmers who are in dis-

tress, and 1 would point out to hon. mem-
bers that most of that assistance extends
over a period of five years. During fhat
period the farmer muost be protected from
outside claims otherwise the assistance ren-
dered by the State will be entirely valueless.
At the same lime [ agree that the Act must
he administered as to create no undue hard-
ship on the general publie who may have
assisted a particular settler. Cases of dis-
tress brought under the notice of the Mini-
ster arve carefully inquired into, and I shall
be glad to aid ithose that come under notice.

Mr, THOMSON : I should like to ask the
Minister what is the posilion of the map——

Mr. SPEAKER: The Minister has re-
plied, and the hon. member carnot address
the House at this Stage.

Mr. THOMSON: I thought he was only
replying to a question asked by the member
for Forrest.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etcelera.

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair, the Attorney
Gieneral in charge of the Bill.

Clause l—agreed to.

Clause 2—Continuation of Aet:

Mr. THOMSON: What T would like to
know is what the position is of a great
many of our setilers who have spent a con-
siderable amount of money in the wheat
belt, and who are in the unfortunate posi-
tion that thev have wheat in the Pool, but
are not getting payment in full for the
wheat which is there. These men have fo
pay their land rents and all that they owe
in full. Cases have been brought under my
notice where machinery agents have actun-
ally taken possession of the machinery.
If these farmers had heen in the position
of getting all the money owing to them they
would have heen able to pay their debts in
full, Thesc men are entitled to econsidera-
tion. T regret that the Bill should be hurried
through this way, The Attorney General
has told me that these people could pot be
assisted under the Bill. T should like to
know what he proposes to do for them.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The only
particular class of debts which it has been
sought to protect under this measure
are the debts of the settlers assisted
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under the Indusivies Assistance Act.
If a sufficiently good c¢ase is made out
in respect of any particular class of
debts that should bhe held over, the Gov-
ernor is entfitled under the statute to con-
sider them, and if the Royal Comumissioner
appointed under the measure agrees, the
preseribed proclamation can issue. These
safeguards are necessary, because fthis is a
drastic piece of legislation. There is in the
first place the consent of the Governor, and
secondly the consent of the Royal Commis-
sioner required before the Aci eomes into
play. Individual cases cannot be dealt with.
There must be a class of cases. But the
Government will be prepared to consider
any class of ecases the hon. member may
hring forward,

Myr. THOMSON: I know of one man
who has a.considerable amount of money
in the wheat pool, notwithstanding which
machinery agents and the Lands Depart-
ment are presssing him for payments. See-
ing that so many of these men are under
the Industries Assistance Board, and seeing
also that the board is refusing to take on
fresh cases, one section of the community
finds itself in a very diffienlt position. How-
ever, we shall bave to get a considerable
number of eases and bring them before the
Government.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The ex-
isting Aet gives the authorities full power
to afford relief where they think il war-
ranted. But it deals with classes of cases
and not specific cases.

Mr. Thomson: How many would he re-
quired to make a class.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That
would he for the Governor and the Commis-
siongr to decide. All that is asked is that
this statute should be continued during the
time of war, becanse it should he there to
be used in an emergency. The Act is and
must be read in eonjunction with the Indos-
irics Assistance Act, which relies absolutely
on the Postponement of Debts Act for sav-
ing the settlers whom it has assisted from
the ofher person who, when these men, re-
covering, are ready to leave the hoard,
might come in and grab all that they have.
This Aet, more than anything else on onr
statute-book, helps the settler.

(’lanse put and passed.

Preamble, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

Bill read a third time and transmitted to
the Legislative Counecil.

BILL—LAND AND INCOME TAX.
All Stages.

Introduced by the Colonial Treasurer and
read a first time.

Second Reading.

The COLONIAL TREASURER (Hon.
J. Gardiner—Irwin) [11.20] in moving the
second reading said: This is a measure of
necessity. It ought to have been broughi
in at the end of last secssion. It is a con-
tinuance measure, authorising taxalion to
the 30th June. I have all the assessments
ready, but no legal authority fo cellect
them. I desire that anthority so that T may
get the eash. Turther taxation proposals
will be placed before the House later on,
and if they are agreed to there will be no-
thing to prevent ws from surcharging as to
the lst January, or any other date which
the IHouse may decide npon. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commitiee, elcelera.

Bill passed fthrough Committee withont
debate, reported withoul amendment, and
the report adopied,

Bill read a fhird time and transmitted
to the Counecil.

BIL.L—ROADS ACT CONTINUATION.
All Stages.

Introdueed by the Minister for Works
and read a first time,

Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. J. George — Murray-Wellington)
[11.43]: T move—

That the Bill be now read a
bime.

second



[20 NoveamEer, 1917.] T3

My. THOMBON (Katanning) [11.44]:
Is it the intention of the Government fo in-
troduce an amending Bill?2 I take it that
this is a Bill to renew the Act af present in
operation.  lo the Government intend to
introduee a new Hoads Board measure en-
tirely, or mercly a Bill to amend the present
lewislation ?

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie} [11.453]:
Woaould the Minister consider the relation-
ship between the Munieipalities Act and the
Roads Board Act if any such amendment 1s
contemplated?  Some time ago in Vie'oria
umil ¢ the Municipalities Aet, of which the
Woestern Australian Aet 15 a morel. a re-
classifjcation of the older municipalities
threughout the S'ate was made on the basis
of earnings and cost.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. J. George—Murray-Wellington) [in
reply—11.43]: This Bill simply re-enacts
the Roads Board Act of 1011, as amended in
1912 and 1913, and its provisions will con-
tinue in operation until 31st  December.
1918, and no longer. Therc has been a new
Roads Board Aet on the stocks for a lonz
time, and it is the intention of the Govern-
nment, it permitted to medl the House then,
to endeavour te bring it forward next vear.
With regard to the guestion asked by the
memhber for Coolgardie, a measure regard-
ing muniecipalities has already been parti-
ally drafted, but what its main provisions
are 1 do not know. If the hon. member will
let me know what his ideas on the suhjec'
arve | will endeavour to arrange tor him to
sec a ¢oly of the proposed measure.

Question put and pased.

Bill read a second time.

In Commiltee, eteetera.

Bill passed through Commiitee without de-
hate. reported without amendment and the
report adepterd,

Rearl a third time and transmitied to the
Council.

ADTOURNMENT—SPECTAL.
The PREVIIER (Hon. H. B. Lefroy—
Mowrer [11507: T move—
Tlot the [Tonse at ite risina adjonrn
intid to-morrow (Tharsday) at 1 pom.

On this matter 1 have consulted with the
ieader of the Opj.osition. The Legislative
Couneil will meet at ilirce to-morrow after-
novn. amnd consequently it would be weli
for this louse to meet at the same hour. in
order that we may be able to deal with busi-
ness as it eomes from the Upper Chamber.
In the cireumstances T trust hon, members
will amite Lo the motion.

Question put and pass-l

Nouse adjnwrned at 11.52 p.m,

Tegislative Council,

Thursday, 22nd Norember, 19017
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The PRESIDENT look the (hair at 3

p.m. and read pravers.

COMMITTREES FOR TIHIF SESSION.

On notion by the COLONTAL SECRE-
TARY., ordered: 1. That the Standing
{rrders Committee shall consist of the 1’resi-
dent. the Chairman of Committees, Hon. J.
M. Drew, Hon. A, Sanderson. and the
mover. 2, That the Librarv Commitiee for
the pre<ent session shall consist of the fol-
lowing memhers, viz.,, Hon. W. Kingsmill,
Ion. M. Millington, and Hon., T. F. Allen.
3, That the Printing Commiltee shall con-
sist of the Hon. Sir E. H. Wittennom. Hun.
R. G. Ardagh, and Hon. A. Sanderson. 4.



